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The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not
necessarily those of the Club.

Editor's Ramblings
Well another year has flown by. Why is it that as we get older time
seems to go faster? (the youngsters amongst you won‘t know what I‘m
talking about…….yet) It obviously doesn’t, but I think it’s most likely
that we value our time more and try to cram even more into our busy
schedules. At the time of writing this I noticed the green shoots of
bulbs sneaking their heads up through the borders in the garden and
acting as a reminder that spring is on its way and gardening is
something else to add to the list of chores in the coming months. I’m
sure I’ll have lots of four legged volunteers, however they don’t often
follow my lead and seem to think that craters in the middle of the
lawn are attractive and that pruning means chewing off great hunks
of budding shrubs!
On the show front it seems that the ever rising fuel costs are hitting
us all even harder than last year and many, especially open, shows are
suffering. At the risk of sounding selfish I would ask that you all try
your best to continue supporting your breed club. It is such a valuable
place to meet old and new friends, keep up with the latest news and
events and of course to simply share the days with other like-minded
folk and their much loved dachshunds.
If you have any comments or ideas about how your club is run or if
there is something you would like us to include, please do speak to a
member of the committee (we’re very friendly and approachable) and
we will include it at the next committee meeting.
Sadly, Ian will be hanging up his hat as ECDA Secretary at the end of
May 2011. The club owes Ian an enormous debt of gratitude for all
the hard work he has put in over the last 14 years. Ian is the
Chairman of the Dachshund Breed Council and as such will still have
his finger on the button and still keeping us all in line.
On a more celebratory note, Dachshund of the Year 2010
(affectionately known as DOTY) was held at The Royal Court Hotel in
Coventry on 29th January 2011. Mrs Gladys Mead was the judge who
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had the daunting task of sorting out the top dogs of 2010 at this
prestigious event. I was lucky to be able to attend it and noted with
interest the number of ECDA members/exhibitors who had qualified.
We may well be a small club but are obviously a talented and
dedicated group of breeders and exhibitors. Congratulations to all of
those who took part and may your success continue. I would
thoroughly recommend adding this very well organised and enjoyable
event to your calendar.
This newsletter has updates on the various health issues affecting
our dogs. You’ll also find some more light-hearted items. If there is
anything you would like to see in your newsletter please let me or a
member of the committee know; better still, send me any items that
you think may be of interest to our readers (that’s you).
****************
LETTER FROM BOB MCCARTHY (Show Manager)
To all members and exhibitors.
I would just like to say that having been given an opportunity to become the
Show Manager for E.C.D.A. it has given me a new interest in life. I’m looking
forward to the future and keeping the club running as smoothly as it has been.
We have a new venue for all future Open Shows at Milton Community Centre in
Cambridgeshire. Our June 2010 show was the first to be held there. The weather
was kind to us, allowing us to have 2 good-sized rings outside on the cut grass.
There was ample room and a lovely atmosphere ensuring a good time was had by
all.
There is a spacious hall for the November shows with plenty of space for trade
stands, bring and buy and raffle as well as the officials' tables. I do hope we can
continue to hold successful shows at this new venue and I am confident we will
with your support. We pride ourselves on being a friendly club who care about
our exhibitors.
Every committee member works hard all day. Without people who can be relied
upon to do their jobs, the show would be a shambles, so to everyone I say a huge
thank you.
Mrs Wendy Spencer has for many years kept our judges fed and watered,
cooking tasty meals and providing a lovely service. Thank you Wendy.
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On a sad note we the club are going to miss Ian Seath who has been a rock for
this club as Secretary and also Show Manager. He will be sorely missed. I wish
him every success for the future.
Gina Hardy is to take over position as Club Secretary; she is very capable of
following in Ian’s footsteps and I wish her good luck. (one hard act to follow.
Ed)
Once again may I say that I believe that with your continuing support the
E.C.D.A will continue to be a huge success. Thank you for your support and we
look forward to welcoming all exhibitors and members old and new.
Bob McCarthy.
Show Manager

Secretary's Report 2010
It seems odd writing this in February, knowing you'll be reading it in June, on my
final day as Secretary of ECDA. Hopefully, you'll forgive me if I reflect on a bit
more than just 2010 in this Report.
Sue and I joined ECDA as members a long time ago (1980?); it was one of the
first regional Clubs we joined and we found it to be especially welcoming to
newcomers (and I hope this is a continuing feature). Late in 1996 I was rather
surprised to get a 'phone call from Jean Matthews, then Chairman, asking me if
I'd like to stand for Secretary. The rest, as they say, is history. My first
involvement with the Committee was at the Limited Show early in 1997 and I
was elected to Secretary that June, taking over from Geof Place.
Since then, I've managed five Championship Shows and twenty two Open
Shows, plus a few Limited Shows. ECDA has also established a reputation for
running regular educational events – my records show we ran seven seminars
between 1998 and 2011, plus a further three dedicated A2 Assessment events.
So, after all that, it really is time to hand over the reins to some new people, with
fresh ideas to take ECDA forward into this second decade of the millennium.
2010 saw our usual two Open shows, but the first time we had been to Milton
Community Centre, near Cambridge. Due to various diary issues at the Priory in
St. Neots, we were forced to move, but an overwhelming majority of exhibitors
seemed to approve of our new venue. The fact that we were able to have rings
outside in the sunshine no doubt contributed to this positive feedback. The hall
is more expensive than the Priory, so we hope that entries will hold up and we
have made bookings with Milton through to 2012.
Our final show at St. Neots had an excellent entry and I'm sure we all left with
many fond memories of our shows there over the years.
You will have noticed that Bob McCarthy has been acting as Show Manager
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since June 2010 as the Committee agreed it would be a good idea to share the
secretarial duties once I retired. Bob has, as always, been enthusiastic and
energetic in his task and has ensured a seamless transition from the old regime! I
wish him well for the future and thank him for all his work.
In 2010 we ran a Seminar and Assessment event jointly with the Miniature
Dachshund Club. These events are hugely labour intensive as we have to have
many helpers with and without dogs to provide a rigorous assessment event for a
maximum of six candidates. Di Moate was our speaker at the Seminar part of
the day and provided clear instruction on the updated Breed Standard. Being a
Mini Wire person she spelt out the nuances of the Wire Coat and demonstrated
an example of a good coat on one of the “model” dogs. It was therefore bizarre
to hear some of the candidates describe this same dog as having a poor coat just a
couple of hours later!
Thank you to everyone who makes these education days possible, particularly to
the folk who bring their very patient dogs.
Once again, bucking the trend of many of the regional Breed Clubs ECDA made
a profit in 2010 and that is largely down to two factors: firstly, the support we
get from good entries at our shows, but secondly from the fact that your
Committee generously donates most of the food which we sell at our shows. I
also need to thank Anita McCarthy for her work as Treasurer and for keeping the
Auditor happy with her book-keeping.
In 2010 we said goodbye to Maurice Endersby when he decided to retire from
the Committee. He felt, with his recent decline in health it would make sense to
free up a committee place for someone more able to “shift chairs and tables”.
His contribution to the ECDA over many years was considerable and he was a
very willing helper at all our events. Hopefully he enjoyed the bottle of
Sambuca we gave him as a leaving gift.
Maurice was “replaced” by a co-optee; Nick Shone, who has recently moved into
our area from further South. His wife Sharron shows Mini Wires and Mini
Longs and Nick is well-known as a Steward around the Dachshund rings, so his
experience will be an asset. Interestingly, Nick and Sharron have started holding
Working Trials events to teach tracking skills to Dachshunds and their owners. I
shall be interested to see how this develops as it is an area of Dachshund
ownership hitherto neglected in the UK, despite it popularity in the USA and on
the continent.
Our patron Joan Litmoden isn't able to be with us as often as she would wish, but
we know she continues to take an interest in the Committee's decisions. We hope
to see her at some of our events.
Gina Hardy stepped up to take on the role of “trainee Secretary” in 2010, with
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the aspiration of being nominated for election in 2011. Her back operation in
2010 rather slowed down her learning curve, but since she has been up and about
again she has keenly taken on the role and I'm sure will make an excellent
Secretary. Her role as editor of our Newsletter has been a great success and I
wish her well when she takes over after the 2011 AGM (I'm assuming nobody
else will be nominated!).
Obviously, I shall be sad not to be “running ECDA”, but, as I've said several
times I feel it's good for a Club to have new ideas and new people from time to
time. Yes, we need continuity and knowledge to be maintained, but it's too easy
to get into a routine and for improvements not to be implemented. I'm sure Gina,
Bob and Anita, with Wendy Hall as Chair, will make an excellent team for
leading ECDA. They have a great Committee to support them. No doubt all of
them will welcome ideas from our members and exhibitors, so please let them
know what you'd like to see happening.
Ian J Seath
Secretary
PS. for Gina and Bob: I promise I won't interfere or say “that's not the way I'd do
it”! (speaking for Bob and myself, I wouldn’t mind in the least if you feel the
need to guide us. We’ve got a lot to learn. ED)
*************
CHELRIDGE ANGEL… a short history of her diabetes
th

On the 20 October 2001 I had to take Angel to the emergency surgery. She had suffered
severe vomiting and diarrhoea for at least 48hrs, and was becoming increasingly lethargic
and very dehydrated through her inability to keep even water down. Blood tests revealed
severe pancreatitis as well as gastroenteritis. For the following four days she was
bombarded with antibiotics whilst further blood analyses were carried out. She was fed
intravenously throughout this time. On the 23 rd October she suffered another setback
when blood tests revealed bilurubinaria indicating liver and kidney problems. Still on
antibiotics and now diagnosed diabetic she was given Insulin Lente.
Initially it was difficult to find the correct dosage, when to inject and at what interval, and
when to feed etc., but after numerous trips for blood glucose tests she settled into a
routine. Over the last 5 years she has had about a dozen hypoglycaemic fits, responding
well to doses of liquid honey. I inject her once a day after breakfast with 6 units of insulin
and she is fed again around midday. Her diet is Hills Canine W/D which I pep up with
grated cheese which she loves. She was spayed in 2002 on the advice of my vet who is
also an animal eye specialist so her cataracts are checked regularly. Nothing bothers her,
she is a fit and healthy little miracle. Having a diabetic dog is a huge responsibility. Timing
is of the utmost importance, and every day away from home is carefully planned to
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accommodate her injections and feeding times, which isn’t always easy. I’m lucky that I
have helpers. Angel was only 3 years old when she was diagnosed and healthy up to that
point. Had she been an old dog I don’t think I would have put her through all this, equally I
don’t think I would want to go through it again. Angel died, after a very brief illness
associated with old age rather than diabetes, in February 2010. She was nearly 13 years
old, and had been a diabetic for nearly 9 years. As far as we were concerned it was a
labour of love to inject her daily, to feed her at regular intervals and mostly to organise our
lives to fit hers! She was a happy little dachsie, such a sweet temperament. Never
complained even when she must have felt like a pincushion, even reminding me
sometimes by barking when I almost forgot. But I do wonder if I would have embarked on
this journey had I known how long it was going to be and how committed we had to be?
Wendy P Spencer.(Chelridge)
************
Dave's wife, Lucy, had been after him for several weeks to paint the
seat on their toilet. Finally, he got around to doing it while Lucy was
out. After finishing, he left to take care of another matter before she
returned. She came in and undressed to take a shower. Before getting
in the shower, she sat on the toilet. As she tried to stand up, she
realized that the not-quite-dry epoxy paint had glued her to the toilet
seat. About that time, Charlie got home and realised her predicament.
They both pushed and pulled without any success whatsoever. Finally, in
desperation, Charlie undid the toilet seat bolts. Lucy wrapped a sheet
around herself and Charlie drove her to the hospital emergency room.
The ER Doctor got her into a position where he could study how to free
her (try to get a mental picture of this). Lucy tried to lighten the
embarrassment of it all by saying, "Well, Doctor, I'll bet you've never
seen anything like this before." The Doctor replied, "Actually, I've
seen lots of them. I just never saw one mounted and framed."
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MEET YOGI one of our members

As well as having a keen ear for music he also goes fishing and goes mad when a fish is
caught and once the fish is on the ground he licks it clean.
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E.C.D.A. 60'S CLUB
The club runs its very own “lottery”, and NO YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE 60
TO JOIN! The way it works is there are 60 numbers and each participant is
allocated a number(s) which are paid for on a 6 monthly basis. Each number
costs only £13 per 6 month period. That's only 50p per week and the
easiest and preferred method of payment is by standing order.
Each month there are prizes of 1 x £45, 1x £10 and 2 x £5 which are drawn
by the BIS judge at the Spring and Autumn shows along with one big prize of
£75 which is drawn at each of the shows.
The only catch is
“ YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT”
To join, contact John Hall Tel: 01945 465419 or speak to the person on the
door at the next show.
JAN
FEB
MAR
APRIL
MAY
JUNE
JULY
AUG
SEPT
OCT
NOV
DEC

£75
X
X
X
X
X
54

X
X
X
X
X
14

£45

£10

£5

£5

8
48
29
44
34
49
60
51
60
57
29
16

26
51
58
50
45
57
49
60
34
14
26
18

25
5
23
47
26
24
26
18
8
34
17
32

54
8
10
12
48
30
13
10
44
10
28
35

Dogs are not our whole life,
but they make our lives whole.
- Roger Caras
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Dachshund Field Trial in Wisbech
Thanks to Sharron Shone for this report
The inaugural meeting of the UK Dachshund Trials Club was held on 5th
December. What an inauspicious start; awful weather, freezing, snow and slush
everywhere, a biting wind, icy roads, and yet a little sunshine blessing our first
trial day. What a mixture of sizes, coats and ages; standard and mini wires and a
mini smooth, with one dog 11 years old, all set to work in a wintry scene.
Unfortunately, the weather prevented two enthusiasts from Hertfordshire
attending.
The day started with coffee and mince pies, before a short explanation of the
etiquette and rules of trialling. After fortification, we adjourned to the trial field.
As all the dogs were beginners, simple trails were laid for the novices and their
dogs, to start to learn how to read and follow a scent. Everyone got the hang of it,
practising up and down their own trail, the handlers learning to follow their dog,
not the dog following the lead! A simple gun tolerance test was performed
simultaneously as the dogs moved cautiously but purposefully around the field.
The “go to ground” was the next obstacle to be confronted. Handlers had great
fun encouraging their charges to enter one end and, more importantly, get them
to exit the other!
By now, the cold and damp was beginning to exact a toll on everyone, man and
beast, but, with all wearing coats against the weather, the intrepid band all
decided to try following a real “trail”. Across the field, the hardy souls lined up
to try their hand at the real thing. For novices, this was really daunting,
considering the field was a mixture of snow and grass. It was most pleasing to
observe that all made a reasonable fist of the task, putting into practice what had
been learned earlier.
At about 1.30 p.m. we decided to adjourn, so, with the dogs dried off and bedded
down, we warmed ourselves with hot soup and a roll. Over lunch, there was
animated discussion on the dog in general and the Dachshund in particular.
Everyone was more than happy that their dogs showed both an aptitude and
inclination to work. A successful day concluded with the participants heading
home in daylight, with enquiries as to when and where the next meeting would
take place.
Contact SHARRON SHONE for more information. Tel: 01945 700546
9

Home Boarding
For Dogs
The perfect alternative to
kennels!

Perfect 4 Pooches
Home Boarding & Grooming
We have carers throughout Norfolk!
It could be for half a day or a long holiday!
You get to meet the host family prior to the booking!
Maybe you need a house/dog sitter?
Or someone to walk your dog?
Give Suzanne a call for more information………

Tel: 01692 538577 OR
07789 626669

email : suzanne.perfectpooches@hotmail.com
www.perfect4pooches.com
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Care for dogs in your own
home and Get Paid For it!!!
Perfect 4 Pooches
Home Boarding for Dogs
To meet the growing demand we need more
carers

• You must be at home most of the
day
•
No children under 15
• Experienced with dogs

For more info call Suzanne

01692 538577
07789 626669

Email: suzanne.perfectpooches@hotmail.com
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TALES OF A NORFAK LITTLUN
Well here I am agin. Don’t seem that long ago that I had to borrow
Humum’s ‘pewter to update you all on what I bin doin. This year Puzzle
had a baby so I got a new bruvver called Nemo. Now we got three boys in
the house, Gryff, Humbug an Nemo. Thas good fun cos I can boss em about
an when me an Puzzle wus in seesun Humum said I wus a “tart” cos I made
em squeal when I waved my tail about. I don’t think they wanted to eat me
cos I wus a tart tho, I think they wanted to play.
Just before Christmas Nemo wus really daft and went an ett a pin an it got
stuck in his belly so he had to have a big operation. He stayed in the vet
hospittle for 3 days and Humum had to keep going an seeing him cos he wunt
eat nuffin unless she wus there. When he come out he wus nearly bald.
Humum said the vets must ave lost their clippers and decided to use a lawn
mower instead. He had a huge big line on his belly like a zip but thas all
healed up now so he can start to come to shows wiv us.
Humum goes to work at the bottom of the garden now, in her new werkshop
an we got a big bed under the worktop an we all cuddle under there, which is
really good cos if she needs to play ball I’m right there waiting, an my name
has changed to “Not now Wilma”.
We in’t got Winnie now. Humum said she’s gone to the big settee in the sky
an she says thas where we all go when we git old and wobbly. I noticed
Humum is a bit wobbly sometimes I hope she int goin yet cos Dad’s at work
an there’s no-one to git our dinner. I hope Winnie’s found a nice human to
cuddle up to. We all miss her but there is a bit more room on our settee.
Last Summer we had lots of bird nests in the garden and Humum wus always
watchin out for baby birds that fell on the ground. Well one day there wus
this big racket and Humum comes runnin out an sees Puzzle eatin a baby
bird an Gryff runnin indoors with two feet an some fevers stickin out of his
mouth. She rushes in shouting “Gryff…drop it”. Gryff drops the baby bird
an it plops out onto the bed. It done a big shake an then just sat their next
to Gryff like they wus best mates or something!! Humum wus really pleased
an she picked up the baby bird an put it on top of the shed, an after a few
minutes it just fluttered orf. Gryff acted real special after that cos
Humum kept telling him what a good boy he wus.
‘Cos I don’t see what’s so clever about that. I could have caught one if I
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wanted to, but the fevers git stuck in my beard, an anyway I’m better than
him at ball games.
Um goin now cos dewty calls, the boys need some help diggin a hole in the
“lawn” an I better check an see if Humum is waiting to throw the ball.
Hope to catch up wiv some of you at the shows. Have a lovely summer an
don’t go eetin any rubbish :o)
Big licks from Wilma.
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PERSONALIZED CERAMICS
Decorated to your requirements .To mark any occasion
Plates *** Baubles *** Plaques
Birthdays ** Anniversaries ** New baby ** Wedding ** New Home
** Driving test. ** Passing Exams ** Trophies
PRICE GUIDE
A Simple line
drawing with
lettering and
message on
reverse
8”
£12
10”
£15
12”
£ 18
B Detailed
painting with
lettering and
message on
reverse
reverse
8” £17
10” £20
12” £23
B

B

8”
10”
12”

£12
£15
£18

8” £17
10” £20
12” £23

A

Contact Gina Hardy on
Tel: 01953 601623
e-mail hardyhounds@tiscali.co.uk

www.kushwin.co.uk
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The Dachshund Breed Council
(excerpts from the 2010 Health Report)
2010 has been an important year from a health perspective. Below are the details
of the various actions taken regarding the conditions that are being investigated
in the different varieties.
Since the end of December 2009 the website site has had nearly 100 individual
reports submitted. The majority of these have been submitted by the owners of
“pet” Dachshunds, rather than from the show and breeder community. The
monitoring report serves three purposes:
1. To provide a place for owners and breeders to report their Dachshund's health
conditions (and cause of death, including "Old Age")
2. To summarise the latest data available from owners' and breeders' health
reports made on the site
3. To provide links to Breed Health Plans and the most up-to-date health
information of importance to Dachshund breeders and owners The Health
Reporting tool is an on-line questionnaire based on the health conditions found
in the Kennel Club's 2004 Survey. All data is treated as confidential and will
be used to help build a database and profile of health issues affecting
Dachshunds. The website is an important tool in helping us build a picture of
Dachshund health, based on facts, rather than anecdotes. The site also provides
Dachshund-specific health information, including current Breed Health Plans,
information on canine diseases and links to other relevant websites such as the
latest canine health research. The website can be found at:
www.uk-dachshund-health-report.org.uk
By the end of 2010 there had been 91 individual reports submitted, covering 124
separate conditions (representing an average of 1.4 conditions per dog). The
rates of reporting for each variety clearly does not reflect the numbers registered
and it is disappointing that so few owners of Smooths, Longs and Mini Longs
have submitted reports.
The top 3 categories are:
1. Neurological (spinal), which is back problems (IVDD) in all six varieties
(30% of conditions)
2. Neurological (non-spinal), which is largely Lafora's Disease in MWHDs
(12%)
3. Cardiac, which is largely heart disease in Standard Wires (11%)
Back problems were reported as follows:Smooth
1

Long
0

Wire
9

M/S
13
15

M/L
3

M/W
6

There were 10 cases of Lafora's Disease reported in MWHDs and 10 cases of
heart problems reported in Standard Wires. Interestingly, where we have
previously had anecdotal reports of Diabetes in Standard Smooths, there were
no reports of this condition in the Smooths. Similarly, where we had anecdotal
reports of Epilepsy in Smooths, none have been reported. Of the 5 epilepsy cases
reported, 4 were in Wires and the fifth was a MLHD.
Lafora's Disease
Lafora's Disease is an inherited form of epilepsy that affects Miniature
Wirehaired Dachshunds and has also been reported in some other breeds.
Myoclonus (jerking) is a feature of the disease and characteristically this can be
induced by flashing lights, sudden sounds and movement, especially when close
to the dog’s head. Generalised or complex partial seizures may be seen in some
dogs. The disease progresses slowly over many years and gradually other
neurological symptoms such as ataxia, blindness and dementia occur. The
condition typically only becomes apparent any time from the age of 5 onwards
and can affect both dogs and bitches.
Although Lafora's is caused by an autosomal recessive genetic mutation, DNA
testing is not as simple as in the case of cord1 Retinal Degeneration. The test
currently available (only in Canada) can only differentiate between “Affected”
and “Unaffected” dogs. Dogs that are “Affected” by the disease or are “Carriers”
of the genetic mutation, are at risk of producing more “Affected” puppies if they
are bred from with others carrying the mutation.
The WHDC has received the results from the DNA swabs taken to test for
Lafora's Disease in Miniature Wirehaired Dachshunds over the period end March
to mid July 2010. 96 samples were taken, of which 95 had sufficient DNA to test.
Twelve dogs were identified as "Affected" but of these, three were already
known to have the disease. This incidence is higher than was expected, at around
12 per cent. All who submitted tests have been contacted and, in every case,
if the result was "Not Affected", it has been explained that this does not
mean the dog is "Clear" of Lafora's Disease; it could still be a "Carrier". It
is vitally important that all Miniature Wire breeders understand this.
At present there is no test available to distinguish between "Clear" and "Carrier"
dogs.
Five generation pedigrees have been requested for all dogs that were tested to
enable Carriers to be identified and to enable breeders to breed away from this
debilitating disease, and there has been an excellent response to this. No-one is
at fault for the existence of the disease, and because the age of onset is after
16

normal breeding age there is no way anyone can be thought to have
deliberately bred from Dachshunds with Lafora's.
We have discussed the results with Dr. Cathryn Mellersh who leads the KC's
Genetics Centre at the Animal Health Trust. She said that if the 12% “Affected”
is a representative sample of the breed, she would expect there to be approx. 45%
“Carriers” in the wider population as well, which further emphasises the need for
a full test. We have also discussed breeding strategies and Dr. Mellersh felt that
breeders should adopt the same approach as with cord1 PRA; i.e. allowing
“Carriers” to continue to breed as long as they are only mated to “Clears”.
Advising people not to breed from “Carriers” would be likely to have an adverse
effect on genetic diversity in what is a relatively small population. Dogs known
to be “Affected” or “Carriers” should not be mated together. Avoiding such
combinations will reduce the incidence of Lafora's Disease.
The cost of developing a full test to distinguish between those who are “Clear” of
Lafora's and those who are “Carriers” is currently being investigated. However,
the full test available in Canada is not currently in use and will need to be
reinstated and it is for this, plus the running of the tests, which we need to raise
funds. Dr. Mellersh supports the Wire Club's decision to work with the Canadian
team on establishing the full Clear/Carrier/Affected DNA test.
The DBC has published a Fact Sheet on Lafora's Disease and this can be
downloaded from our website (www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk). We also
recommend you visit the Lafora Dogs Support Group at www.laforadogs.org
where there is advice for owners of clinically affected dogs on how to manage
the condition.
Intervertebral Disc Disease (IVDD)
The Breed Council's Health and Welfare Sub-committee met with the Kennel
Club in August to discuss the latest research into IVDD and the X-ray screening
approach being implemented in Denmark. We discussed the factors to be
considered in deciding whether or not an X-ray screening programme of this type
would be of value. These factors include:
• the reliability of the evidence (it may take some years to be certain that the
Danish programme is making a significant difference)
• how easy/difficult it would be to persuade breeders that the screening
programme would make a difference (the Danish are very specific about which
dogs should/should not be bred from, based on their X-ray scores)
• the risks to dogs being screened (they require some degree of anaesthesia)
• the technical difficulty of the screening process (it requires accurate and
specific positions of the dog's spine – this may mean it should only be carried out
17

by “approved” vets in controlled conditions)
• the cost of any screening (estimated to be between £100 and £200 per dog)
On balance, it was felt that it would not be viable to establish a UK X-ray
screening programme at present. Other options were discussed:
1. Avoid breeding from dogs until they are older than the typical age at which
IVDD occurs.
 This is impractical as most Dachshunds are bred from at a relatively early
age
2. Adopt an approach based on Estimated Breeding Values (EBV)
• There is insufficient clinical data to enable this to be done
3. Investigate the possibility of a DNA screening programme
• Some work has already been started on this in the USA at UC Davis
It was agreed that a DNA screening approach would be worth investigating
further since there have been significant advances in the technology over recent
years. It was also agreed that, if we were to start a research programme, this
could have a positive effect in raising the profile of IVDD and the importance of
reducing its incidence. The KC would be able to include information on any
research programme on Registration and Transfer documents, to raise awareness
further. We have now held discussions with Dr. Mellersh at the Animal Health
Trust to identify how such a DNA screening programme might be developed. We
are still in very early discussions, but it looks like we may need to find about 50
Dachshunds that have had Type 1 Disc herniations and 50 that have survived to
beyond 9 years old with no herniation. DNA swab samples from each of these
groups can then be analysed with a view to identifying the gene, or more likely,
genes associated with back problems. This would have to be established as a
research project and the current initial estimate is that we would need to find
£10,000 to cover the costs of testing and analysis.
More information will be circulated as we investigate this further, but owners'
and breeders' views would be welcomed. Details of the main scientific papers
can be found on the Breed Council's website.
The Breed Council has kindly been given the rights to
distribute copies of the DodgersList IVDD DVD
( www.dodgerslist.com ). Contents include: Care and Tips for healing & living
with disc disease, Treatments, Recovery Suite, Expressing: Bladder & Bowels,
Living with IVDD. Buy one for yourself and buy one for your vet. This is now
available at £4.50 per copy. This price covers our costs and includes a donation
to DodgersList from every sale.
Please e-mail Dawn Norton (Miniature Dachshund Club Secretary) at:
halunke@talktalk.net for more details.
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Retinal Degeneration – cord1 (PRA) in Miniature Dachshunds
At the end of 2009 the Animal Health Trust added MWHD to MLHD and
MSHD for testing of cord1 Retinal Degeneration. Dr. Cathryn Mellersh said at
that time: "We based this decision (to add MW to the list of cord1 breeds) on a
couple of factors, one being the recent close relationship between the varieties
and another being the fact that we did find the mutation in a single MWHD,
albeit in carrier form. All things considered we thought it was reasonable to
extend the test to the MWHD but there isn't any real evidence that there is a
'problem' in this variety." As a result, we asked the AHT if they could carry out a
research sampling programme of MWHDs to establish the current extent of the
cord1 mutation in UK MWHDs. The results were as follows:The combined total for UK dogs tested was 106 (65 Research and 41
Diagnostic). This includes English dogs with Swedish and Finnish breeding
within the pedigrees. Results:- 3 Affected, 19 Carriers, 84 Clear. The cord1
mutation was found in 20% of MWHDs, but just under 3% were “Affected”.
Dogs tested with Swedish or Finnish breeding within their pedigrees were all
genetically “Clear”. Although 5 names of pure Continental breeding were
submitted for research testing only 3 samples were able to be returned, but they
were also all “Clear”. A further 10 samples went to the AHT from outside the
UK, among which were 1 “Affected” and 3 “Carriers” – all from the USA
(parentage unknown). The AHT has given us an estimate of approximately half
a percent (0.5%) genetically homozygous affected in the general UK Mini Wire
breeding population, assuming that random mating took place with respect to
this mutation. At the moment, the numbers are thankfully small, but it wouldn't
take long for the incidence of untested Carrier to Carrier matings to increase the
presence of the mutation and the number of Affected dogs. Without testing, the
incidence of Carriers and Affecteds will increase. The mutation percentage is
lower than in the other Dachshund varieties, but the AHT think it would be
advisable to eliminate these harmful mutations from the Miniature Wire
population. The Council has agreed to recommend cord1 testing to all MWHD
breeders. Matings (as in other varieties) should not knowingly produce offspring
that could potentially possess 2 copies of the mutation (Affected) and give rise to
clinical cord1 PRA. In other words, breeders should follow the same route as
advised for the other varieties with this problem: only mate Affecteds and
Carriers to Clear dogs. The Breed Council has written to the the Kennel Club
asking them to add cord1 PRA testing to the Mini Wire requirements within the
Accredited Breeder Scheme.
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Day Blindness -NPHP4 PRA in Wirehaired Dachshunds
The AHT have agreed to carry out a research exercise to test UK Standard Wires
for this mutation in return for a donation to cover their costs. There is no
evidence that Day Blindness is an issue in UK Wires, so this exercise is purely
for research purposes. Further information on how to participate in this exercise
will be published in due course. The WHDC will be leading on this initiative.
Contact Christine Gibson.
Breeding of Double Dapples
The Breed Clubs successfully persuaded the Kennel Club to amend the Breed
Standard to ensure the breeding of Double Dapples was unacceptable and that
puppies bred from two dapple parents can no longer be registered. We are
currently reviewing the colour clause of the Standard to decide whether the
“dilute” colours should be specifically excluded on health grounds, since they
can be more prone to skin conditions such as Colour Dilution Alopecia.
Communication
The big challenge we have in relation to health and welfare is that of
communications. Members of Breed Clubs are generally the best informed about
health issues; it's hard for them to avoid being aware of our plans and
recommendations given the wealth of information in Club Newsletters, websites
and issued via the Breed Council. Where we struggle, is in getting to the
potential Dachshund puppy buyers among the general public. More and more
people are finding out how to recognise a responsible breeder by talking to Club
Secretaries and via our websites. Yet, we still hear stories of puppies bought
from puppy farms and commercial/volume breeders that are unhealthy, untested
and not typical examples of the breed. We've not had much luck in trying to
persuade some of the commercial puppy sales websites to make our health
information available to their site visitors. We are trying to address the
challenges of getting people to participate in health reporting and some of the
marketing and communications methods being used by the Dachshund Breed
Council include Facebook, websites, Blogs, Club Newsletters and on-line
discussion forums. Somehow, we have to make Club/Council websites and
'phone calls to Club Secretaries the first ports of call for anyone interested in
buying a Dachshund, or anyone thinking of breeding from their Dachshund.
For more information on health matters visit the following sites:-

www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk
www.uk-dachshund-health-report.org.uk
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WILDSTAR
LONG HAIRED DACHSHUNDS IN MINIATURE

Photo by Will Harris

CH Wildstar Wrenowned JW
The UK’s Top Dachshund 2009
His wins to date:

14 CC
12 BOB
2 RCC
Group 2 SKC, Group 3 Driffield
BIS Midland Dachshund CH show
BIS ECDA CH show
BIS The Dachshund Club CH show
Top Winning Dachshund, winning the Jackdaw Trophy,
and Joint Second Top-winning Hound All Breeds 2009

My Thanks to all the judges who thought so highly of him.
Roy Wood
166 Drayton Road
Norwich, Norfolk NR3 2EA
Tel 01603 404173
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WILDSTAR
LONG HAIRED DACHSHUNDS IN MINIATURE

Wildstar Wreflection “Ida”

at 5 months old

Gayvilles Northern Lad at Jumanda – Wildstar Wilhelm

The new up and coming WILDSTAR
1st Yearling bitch and

RBCC at Crufts 2011
Under Breed Specialist Lovainne Coxon

STUDS AVAILABLE
CH Wilstar Wrenown JW and CH Jadag Fortons Special
are available to approved bitches.
Both dogs DNA tested PRA CLEAR
Roy Wood
166 Drayton Road
Norwich, Norfolk NR3 2EA
Tel 01603 404173
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WORK EXPERIENCE
After a conversation with my eldest Sister about her 17 year old Grand Daughter
who was at College studying Animal Management, I offered to have Amy here
on six weeks work experience. The College had told all the students they would
have to find six weeks work with animals but gave them no help whatsoever in
finding placements. Amy had tried several Vets but none of them wanted to
know.
Amy lives at Welwyn Garden City, we live near Peterborough, so a daily
commute was not an option, Amy would have to stay with me for the full six
weeks, quite a daunting prospect for a young girl who had probably only seen
her great Aunt five or six times in her life and the last time was when she was
about ten.
A week before Amy was to start with me, her Tutor contacted me and said that as
we were not a commercial Kennels and did not employ staff, we would not have
third party liability insurance and that they would not allow Amy to come to me
on her work experience. I was cross and told them so in no uncertain terms:
a) They had left it so long to mention this, they had known where she was
coming for more than six weeks
b) I felt the College was doing nothing to assist these young people, not only in
finding placements but surely they could get Amy covered on the College's
Insurance.
The young Tutor sounded flustered, she said Amy was called into the office and
told ‘it would not be possible for her to spend her work experience with me
because of Insurance’. Amy replied that she was still coming to me whether they
liked it or not as she had exhausted every other avenue (go girl). Eventually the
College agreed that they would cover her on their Insurance, phew!
July 4th, Amy and her mother Nadia arrived. Being a Sunday I had cooked a
Sunday roast and we spent a long leisurely lunch time, I was waiting for Nadia to
go before I started instructing Amy on our daily routine, Nadia on the other hand
wanted to spend as much time as she could with her daughter, she eventually left
at about nine that evening.
Now the work could start.
I took her out to the kennels, I only have seven kennels, but with all the washing
down I do every evening, you were looking at a couple of hours work, we did not
finish until eleven. I asked Amy to set her alarm for 7.00 in the morning and we
went to bed.
That first morning Amy was up at 7.00 prompt. We made a list of all the feeding
regime and where each hound is put to eat. We fed the house dogs, I have 5
Dachshunds as well who all live in doors, a young four month old Beagle bitch
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and a 6 month old boy, and both of these are also indoors overnight. This seven
fed, we let all the Beagles out of their kennels, filled their water bowls and left
them for half an hour, this was Amy’s chance to have her breakfast, trouble is,
the young have no sense of urgency, I think she thought breakfast for her meant
she had finished for the morning. I gave her 30 minutes and said we must press
on. We cleaned out the kennels and runs then came inside to prepare their meals.
Once back in the kennels with the feed bowls, all hell broke loose, ‘is it always
this noisy?’ Amy enquired, ‘only at feeding time’ was my reply. Hounds all fed,
we walked around the paddock and cleaned up. I explained that the dogs should
now be left for at least an hour and a half, they will all go back to bed to sleep it
off, after this time we let them up in the paddock, kennel by kennel, they have an
hour each, they have plenty of toys in the paddock but it’s nice if you throw
them, that way they keep retrieving and get the exercise they need instead of
pottering around. So, swap them over every hour, you will need to check their
kennels and runs each time and clear up if necessary. I tried to impress on her
that cleaning up was probably one of the most important jobs we do.
All during that first day I kept having to remind Amy to swap the dogs over,
don’t get me wrong, the dogs do not have to have an hour exactly, one hour 20
minutes is acceptable but after an hour and a half I assumed she had forgotten, I
would find her in her bedroom on her laptop. ‘Time to swap the dogs over please
Amy’, OK she’d cheerfully reply. After lunch I asked her to road walk the two
young Beagles, separately. Our lane has no pavements, it’s two miles long and
very straight, the locals use it as a short cut and because there are only eight
properties scattered down our lane, they are inclined to use it as a speed track. I
was a bit worried as this young person’s welfare was my priority, luckily I had a
hi-viz jacket and insisted she wear it; she was not impressed. I told her to stay in
the centre of the road, that way she would be highly visible to the approaching
cars and they would slow down once they could see her. Fortunately, there are
quite wide grass verges on either side of the road for you to step onto.
That afternoon we bathed the five Dachshunds and let them dry naturally in the
lovely hot Summer sun. An hour after our evening meal, it was time to start
bedding the dogs up for the night and scrubbing down the runs, by 10.30 all our
jobs were done. The following day followed much the same course but now the
Dachshunds needed grooming out, I always prefer to groom them the next day
after a bath as this loosens the undercoat and it comes out more readily. I
showed her how we trim the feet and clip the nails, Dachshund hair on their feet
grows quite quickly and needs doing every month if you want to avoid carpet
slippers.
I tried to make it interesting for Amy. I explained about the importance of
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worming dogs every three months, keeping kennels and runs clean, exercising,
contact with kennel dogs, that you cannot just feed them and keep them clean,
playing was also important, we discussed homeopathic oral protection vs.
conventional vaccinations.
For the duration of her stay I had a Welfare Beagle in my kennels and a boarder;
she came on a Welfare Home check and observed prospective Beagle owner
interviews over the phone.
I managed to get her a day at the riding stables, a day at a Cattery, also a show
Cattery, and a day working with Eileen Geeson, the dog groomer, and a week at
the Vets. I think the Vets was the highlight of her time with me, she enjoyed
every minute of it, she observed operations, an amputation, a spaying, castration
plus various others. She also learnt how the equipment was sterilised plus
mundane things but what a wonderful experience for her.
We took her to the Festival of Hunting at Peterborough where she saw Foxhound
packs, Beagle packs, Mink hound packs, Blood Hound packs, Basset Hound
packs, Stag Hounds and Harriers, how she laughed when she saw a Miniature
Wire Haired Dachshund in with the Mink Hound pack. If you’ve never been, I
think it’s an absolute must for people interested in hounds, held every July just
before the Beagle Association show at the East of England Show Ground, we go
every year.
Amy also came with us to the BA show and the Hound Show, I got her out of
bed at four a.m. for this one, we took her to ringcraft, we tried to make her stay
as varied as we possibly could to show her all aspects of animal management,
husbandry and training and how varied dogs of different breeds are, what they
were bred to do. Being a relative I was determined that when she went back to
College she would have plenty to talk about and information to give to her fellow
students, that her time here was not wasted in any way.
Would I do it again? It is a great responsibility, especially when the young
person is living with you, if they do not like it, they cannot go back to Mum that
day after work and say I’m not going back tomorrow, she was here for the
duration and she found it informative and educational. I constantly had to bear
in mind health and safety aspects of everything I asked her to do. She told me
just before she went back home, that her time with me had made her even more
determined that she was going to be a Vet, I hope she achieves her goal and that I
helped in a small way.
Wendy Hall (Cliffmere)
*************

You never really learn to swear until you learn to Drive
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THE END OF AN ERA (Sheila Clark’s 30th and last show)
On June 27th 2010 after 30 years I decided that this was to be my
last show. It’s has been a roller coaster ride of laughs, fretting about
the weather and hoping the judge would arrive on time. In the early
'70s we started showing with a mini long Zelda. Got a B.I.S. under
Helen Parker (Antway) and went on from there. In 1980 our son
Andrew went to the Adult training centre in Norwich and as they
were short of funds Bryan and I decided to hold a dog show….and it
snowballed from there. He insisted the exhibitors had good specials
so the “Whiskey stakes” were born, with the first five winning a
bottle of whiskey. All child handlers were given sweets, win or lose.
We’ve had so many wonderful judges (name dropping now) including
Frank Kane, Dagmar Kenis, Michael Quinney, Simon Parsons, Carlos
Saevich, Jeff Crawford, Kath Bethel and our own home grown Roy
Wood. The helpers have been superb with regulars turning up every
year to steward, man the kitchen, take the entries, sell raffle tickets
and carry out numerous other tasks as well as the regular exhibitors.
Sadly Bryan died in 1999 but I decided to carry on in his memory. I
would say to anyone thinking of organising a companion show….just do
it. It’s great fun and a lovely way to meet old and new exhibitors and
friends alike.
After the last show I was presented with an album of photographs
and comments from all the exhibitors and helpers, as well as some
lovely letters from past show judges. It was a very tearful moment
for me.
I still do my stalls at dog shows so that the centre doesn’t miss out.
Every show is a precious memory and I’ll never forget them and the
people that made them possible.
Sheila Clark (Werdan Smooths)
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A lorry driver was driving along on a country road. A sign came up that read
'Low Bridge Ahead.'
Before he realised it, the bridge was directly ahead and he got stuck under it.
Cars are backed up for miles.
Finally, a police car arrives. The policeman got out of his car and walked to the
lorry's cab and said to the driver,
'Got stuck, eh?'
The lorry driver said, 'No, I was delivering this bridge and I ran out of petrol!'

USEFUL WEBSITES
www.thekennelclub.org.uk
The UK kennel club
www.easterncountiesdachshund.co.uk
Our club site for news, events and more.
www.showdachs.co.uk
For all dachshund show results
www.dachshundforum.co.uk
Active and useful forum for all dachshund owners and lovers.
www.dachshundclub.co.uk
Website for The Dachshund Club.
www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk
Keep up to date with health issues, judges education etc.
www.sunsongdachshunds.wordpress.com
A great source of information, views, advice and show results.
www.googoogilly.blogspot.com
Artwork by Emma Black. Commissions welcome
www.kushwin.co.uk
Dachshund (and lesser breeds) Sculptures and personalised hand
painted ceramics. Commissions welcome
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SHOW DATES
Open Show 6 November 2011 at Milton, Cambs
Judges Amy Callow MS, ML, W
Sue Holt
S, L, MW
Ann Kennedy
BIS
rd
Open Show 3 June 2012 at Milton, Cambs
Champ show 4th November 2012 The Cresset, Peterborough
th

********
HAND REARING
th
In the early hours of January 19 2011 Daisy went into labour. I had not had a live Mini
Long Dachshund pup for three years, not that I hadn’t tried, we’d had various aborted
pups, re-absorbed puppies and dead puppies born.
I knew Daisy only had one puppy inside her. Labour progressed in the normal way but
after pushing hard for several hours I knew there was a problem. I phoned the Vet and
took her in, a caesarean followed for one bitch puppy, I was thrilled I had a live puppy.
I took Daisy and pup home, I left Mum to sleep off the effects of the anaesthetic for
three hours, puppy was in a separate box alongside of her, when I tried to introduce
them, Daisy not realising she had actually whelped, wanted to kill her puppy, I took pup
away, made up a solution of milk and gave the pup a good feed. I left the pup away
from her for another four hours but she would still not nurse it.
Feeling really desperate, I smeared butter on the pup but Mum was having none of it, so
I continued feeding her and as soon as Daisy was more accepting I would let her feed
her baby. When pup was 48 hours old Mum wanted her but she never produced any
milk at all, I tried the puppy suckling on her every hour but no milk ever came down.
I had never hand reared a pup before, yes I had topped pups up for the first 48 hours
until Mum had been able to take over but I had never done the whole process from start
to finish, the only thing I had ever hand reared was a kitten.
I only had a pipette, for the first 48 hours until the bottled I ordered on the internet
arrived. I made up a solution of Evaporated Milk, diluted to one part milk – two parts
water, I would give her 1 ml every hour for the first 48 hours. On the third day I
increased this to 1½ ml every 1½ hours, by day five she was having 2 ml every 2 hours,
it was still all guesswork for me, but pup was looking nice and round and was very
strong.
When puppy was 7 days old my husband said ‘why don’t you go to bed? I’ll stay up
tonight’. I was exhausted, had just cat napped in my armchair for 7 days, so I was very
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grateful for his help and slept for a fabulous 6 hours.
Once puppy was 2 weeks old she was having 15 ml every 3½ hours and at this point I
was going to bed at 5 a.m., Doug got up at 8 a.m. and would give her a feed and I could
sleep through till 10 a.m. When she was 2 weeks old, so long as I put a lightweight
blanket over her, she would maintain her own body temperature so there was no need to
make up hot water bottles.
One of the most important jobs, as important as feeding, is mimicking Mum cleaning
them. Young whelps cannot urinate or defecate on their own, after every feed, I would
clean her eyes with a damp piece of cotton wool, clean around her mouth, massage her
vulva to make her urinate and then around the anus. When you have a litter with their
Mum she is always busy cleaning them, there is no way of knowing when a puppy can
pass water without this stimulation, well I can tell you that at two weeks of age, puppy
could pass water with no help from me, and by 3 weeks she could open her bowels on
her own. I found this knowledge really fascinating, after 45 years of breeding I was not
aware of this, I thought it was much later.
By the time puppy was four weeks old she was consuming 30 ml of milk at three hourly
intervals, I could quite happily go to bed and not feed her for 5 hours and she was
absolutely fine. I would put her box next to my bed and feel she would wake me when
she was hungry but actually, she was quite content and never made a sound.
It was at 3 ½ weeks that I tried to wean her but she was not interested in solids until four
weeks old. I started her off on fishy cat food mashed with complete, soaked puppy meal
six times a day, I would leave a bowl of milk and water for her, she would readily now
lap the milk and made small attempts to eat solids. At least now I could go to bed and
have a full night's sleep.
My puppy is now 6 ½ weeks old, she is not small, at present she weighs 2lb 12 ozs, she
has plenty of bone and is a great character. She still sees me as Mum and follows me
everywhere. This puppy is so important to us as she is the continuation of the Cliffmere
line, without her our line was finished. If she turns out good enough for the show ring,
that will really be the icing on the cake, at present she is looking promising. I hope her
mouth turns out all right, I hope her coat is good and not scurfy, as she has not had all
the nutrients pups get from their mums, so many ifs and buts. A special puppy should
have a special name, so long as the KC allow it ‘Cliffmere Special Edition’ has arrived.
Wendy Hall

If 4 out of 5 people SUFFER from diarrhoea does that mean that
one enjoys it?
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The following article was sent in by club member Tina Jarvis of
South Africa
MYELODYSPLASIA
What is myelodysplasia? Myelodysplasia refers to a number of malformations
of the spinal cord that occur as a result of abnormal pre-natal development of the
neural tube (which becomes the spinal column). Lesions are most severe in the
lumbar (lower back) region.
How is myelodysplasia inherited? In the Weimaraner, the mode of inheritance
appears to be co-dominant with variable penetrance. The trait is lethal in the
homozygous state, (i.e. a pup inherits the defective gene from both parents).
What breeds are affected by myelodysplasia? Weimaraner, and a few other
breeds sporadically.
What does myelodysplasia mean to your dog & you? Clinical signs usually
become evident around 4 to 6 weeks when puppies begin to walk around. The
signs seen with this condition vary with the severity of the spinal cord
malformation. Most commonly you will see a “bunny-hopping” hind limb gait
with or without other hind end abnormalities. The condition is non-progressive,
(does not get worse), and mildly affected animals-those with a tendency to
bunny-hop and a slightly awkward gait - can lead a fairly normal life.
How is myelodysplasia diagnosed? Diagnosis is made based on the clinical
signs and by ruling out other possibilities with the aid of tests such as x-rays and
cerebrospinal fluid analysis. Diagnosis can also be made on post-mortem, where
a veterinary pathologist will find microscopic abnormalities typical of this
condition.
For the veterinarian: Definitive diagnosis can only be made by histopathologic
examination of the spinal cord. Lesions are most severe in the lumbar region.
Besides the typical bunny-hopping gait, there may be a crouching stance,
abduction or overextension of one or both of one or both pelvic limbs, decreased
pelvic limb conscious proprioception, or scoliosis. Spinal reflexes and pain are
normal.
How is myelodysplasia treated? There is no treatment. The condition will not
get worse.
Breeding advice AFFECTED ANIMALS SHOULD NOT BE BRED FROM
Resources LeCouteur,R.A. Child, G. 1995. “Diseases of the spinal cord”
.
In S.J. Ettinger & E.C. Feldman (eds.) and “Textbook of veterinary Internal
Medicine”, pp. 629-696. W.B. Saunders Co., Toronto
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Tina’s Experience of the condition
Puppies with myelodysplasia are incontinent.
I did some investigating & discovered that there was another litter with the same
complaint born 10years ago but they only lived for a year as they also had
intestinal problems. Fortunately mine don’t.
I also asked for copies of pedigrees and there’s a lot of the same breeding in
those and mine.
I’ve had mixed responses from people, some say I should euthanize, some ask
why I didn’t! My answer to them is they’re not in any pain, they’re just the same
as normal, naughty, inquisitive puppies except they don’t walk properly, I can
cope with the incontinence and the specialist they see says there’s no reason why
they shouldn’t live a normal life span.
I take them to shows with me so that other breeders can see them and warn them
this can happen and has happened and to check their pedigrees very carefully
before mating.
I’ll also point out that there’s an awful lot of UK breeding in these pedigrees and
one also has to wonder if this complaint is one of those that rears its ugly head
every 10 years or so like the PES-VARUS……..

-------------------If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen defrocked,
doesn't it follow that electricians can be delighted,
musicians denoted,
cowboys deranged,
models deposed,
tree surgeons debarked,
and dry cleaners depressed?
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*****NEW DACHSHUND BOOK****
“The Dachshund”
edited by Ian Seath and Judy Squires
ISBN 978-906305-45-1
“The Dachshund”: a new title in the Best of Breed series was

launched at Crufts 2011. Edited by Judy Squires and Ian Seath, with
contributions from numerous highly respected Dachshund breeders
including Zena Thorn-Andrews. This is the first comprehensive UKwritten book on Dachshunds for ten years.
The book will be on sale from Ringpress Books or contact the editors
to order your copy.
The book will be on sale at Amazon from June 2011.
Here’s what OurDogs Newspaper has to say about the book:
The Dachshund is one of Britain’s most popular breeds of dog, and here at last is
a book to do it justice. The Best of Breed series is a ground-breaking new range
of books designed for pet owners and written by British experts. In a market
dominated by American imports, these all-British breed books are a must-have
for the discerning dog owner.
The Dachshund by Judy Squires and Ian Seath, contains chapters provided by a
carefully picked team of contributors. The outstanding text offers readers an
unrivalled depth of knowledge about character and behaviour, puppy care,
training and socialisation, with a special chapter on Dachshund health care
written by a leading British vet. The book is illustrated by a stunning collection
of more than 120 specially commissioned colour photographs.

Copies will be available from Ian Seath at shows for £12.50 (rrp
£14.99) or by post. Please add £2.75 to cover p+p.
Ian will be making a donation from each sale to the Lafora's
programme. To order your copy
Contact ian@sunsong.co.uk or Tel 01628 529936
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BENSARKA PHOENIX SUN
Top Smooth Puppy 2010

“ROOSTER” at 11mths
Sire. AM CH Darshans Hummer V Jagie’s
AM CH Hampdach Classic Gold at Bensarka

His wins to date include:
3 RCC
BPIS ECDA Open Show Nov 2010
2 BPIB at General CH shows
3 BPIB at Breed Club CH shows
Proudly bred, owned and loved by
Clare and Laura MacDonald.
Tel 01603 754789
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The perfect Pose

***********
The local news station was interviewing an 80-year-old lady because she had just
gotten married for the fourth time. The interviewer asked her questions about her
life, about what it felt like to be marrying again at 80, and then about her new
husband's occupation. "He's a funeral director," she answered. He then asked
her if she wouldn't mind telling him a little about her first three husbands and
what they did for a living. She paused for a few moments, needing time to reflect
on all those years.
After a short time, she smiled and answered proudly, that she had first married a
banker when she was in her early 20s, then a circus ringmaster in her 40s, and a
preacher in her 60s, and now in her 80s, a funeral director. The interviewer
looked at her and asked why she had married four men with such diverse careers.
She smiled and explained, "I married one for the money, two for the show, three
to get ready, and four to go."
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Gina Hardy Sculpture Plus
New designs in Bronze Resin regularly introduced

Dachshunds Racing wall plaque.

COMMISSIONS WELCOME in all breeds

Recently commissioned Cocker Spaniel
Tel Gina 01953 601623 or email hardyhounds@tiscali.co.uk
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Empty Spaces
The spaces where your dog sat, and sits no more,
The morning spot of sunshine on the bathroom floor,
The kitchen table when dinner was prepared,
pleading eyes made sure some titbit could be spared.
The warm hearthrug when winter blew outside,
The eiderdown where a little one could hide.
The cars front seat, so very close to mine,
dark corners of a room where loving eyes would shine,
And when - much too soon we had to part,
the emptiest space of all is in my heart.
By Joan Danvers
**********
She did not know that she was dead,
but when the pang was o’er
Sat down to wait her master's step
upon the golden stair.
With ears full cock, and anxious eye,
Impatiently resigned, yet ignorant that
Paradise did not admit her kind.
Then out ran Dinah from beneath the chair,
Into his arms she flew,
And licked his face from chin to hair,
And St Peter waved them through.
Contributed by Nora Price
**********
Both of the above have been reproduced from ECDA newsletter of
1983. Shows that losing a dear friend has never been easy and never
will be.
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Mirror, mirror on the wall
Penny Pinkney reflecting on life!
Sent in by Jan and Mike Pinkney
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The latest in neck warmers!!!

Sent in by Viv Phillips

39

Betty’s Story
Betty is an 8 year old mini wire who belongs to Roy Wood (Wildstar). Roy had
noticed that she was not behaving in her normal manner. Walking with a stilted
gait, hunching her back, disinterested in her food, stiffness upon getting out of
bed and generally miserable. She would also yelp if any of the other dogs
brushed past her and when laying down would only lay straight with her paws in
front and not curled up as normal. Having seen the vet several times who was
unable to give a diagnosis she was prescribed with painkillers but still showed no
sign of improvement and what little relief she got was only for the couple of
hours following the painkillers so Roy decided to try a different option.
He had heard about a McTimoney practitioner in the area who treated dogs. With
the approval of the vet we took Betty to see Kathryn Spooner. After asking lots
of questions about Betty and her behaviour, Kathryn then explained what she
would be doing, how it worked and what to expect over the next few weeks. She
then asked Roy to stand Betty on the floor and she slowly ran her hands all over
Betty feeling all her joints and along the length of her spine commenting that
several were out of alignment and using a gentle tapping motion she continued to
run her hands over Betty. It didn’t look much but afterwards Betty had a shake
which is something Roy hadn’t seen her do for a while. Over the next month we
took Betty back 3 times and at the same time Roy slowly reduced the painkillers.
The improvement was noticeable with the first two treatments. Both times Roy
reported that Betty was curling up, walking better, grooming herself, eating
better and generally behaving more like her old self. After the third visit Roy
was advised to leave it for a while in order to assess any changes or
improvement. It can be a slow process and at the time of writing, Roy is waiting
to see how Betty is before making any further appointments.
Kathryn is a lovely lady who is happy to answer questions and has a kind and
calm manner with the dogs, The techniques that she uses are gentle, noninvasive and compared to the cost of regular veterinary treatment very
reasonable.
It’s all about realignment, balance and helping the body heal itself. I’m actually
thinking of trying it myself.
Gina Hardy
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Mrs Kathryn Spooner
DC, AMC, MMCA, FCC, MCC ( Paeds ), FCC (Animal)

McTimoney Chiropractic
for humans and animals
Pasture Farm, Heighams Lane, Hinderclay,
Diss, Norfolk IP22 1HZ
Clinic also at:
82 Canon Street, Little Downham, Ely,
Cambridgeshire CB6 2SS

For Appointments call: 01379 898807
McTimoney Chiropractic is an effective low force and whole body
manipulative technique. It aims to correct the alignment of bones of
the spine and other joints of the body, to restore nerve function, to
alleviate pain and to promote natural health. Wherever possible, the
McTimoney Chiropractors work in co-operation with the patient's
own doctor. McTimoney Chiropractic is also proven as a highly
effective treatment for animals, mainly dogs and horses. Practitioners
trained and qualified in McTimoney Chiropractic for animals work in
co-operation with, and with the agreement of veterinary surgeons.
ALWAYS consult your veterinary Surgeon prior to booking an
appointment for an animal, as it illegal for a non-veterinary
Chiropractor to treat an animal without veterinary approval.
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How’s your Engine?
A mechanic was removing the cylinder heads from the motor of a car when he spotted a
famous heart surgeon in reception, waiting for the service manager to come to take a look
at his car. The mechanic shouted across the garage," Hello Doctor!! Please come over
here for a minute." The famous surgeon, a bit surprised, walked over to the mechanic.
The mechanic straightened up, wiped his hands on a rag and asked, "So doctor, look at
this. I also open hearts, take valves out, grind 'em, put in new parts, and when I finish this
will work as good as a new one. I also trained for many years to get qualified, and have
many years of experience - so how come you get the big money, when you and I are
basically doing the same work? "
The doctor leaned over and whispered to the mechanic......... "Try doing it when the
engine is still running "

ADVICE ON BUYING A PUPPY
1. Except in exceptional circumstances, you should always be able to see the
puppy’s mother
2. Visit where the puppy was born, regardless of how far you have to travel.
3. Get a written receipt for the puppy. Carefully read and understand any
conditions imposed by the breeder.
4. If the pup is KC registered, the Registration Papers should be available
when you pay for the puppy.
5. All puppies should be provided with some health insurance to cover the
first few weeks with the new owner.
6. The breeder should give you a diet sheet and preferable also a few days
supply of their current food.
7. After-sales help should always be available from the breeder throughout
the life of your puppy.
8. Reputable breeders will not be prepared to sell puppies to a third party
or without meeting the prospective buyers.
9. Reputable breeders will not sell puppies to people who are out at work all
day, leaving the dog unattended.
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BREEDERS' REGISTER
The club cannot make recommendations relating to individuals. Anyone
seeking a pup or adult dachshund should visit the breeder and consider the
guidelines printed above.
BLACK Mr K, Mrs L and Miss E
BASSODON
Westholme, Broadgate, Weston Hills, Spalding, Lincolnshire. PE12 6PD
Tel 01406 371561
e.mail bassodon@hotmail.co.uk

MW

BROOKS Miss L
LYNDERLEA ML and MS
Lyndarlea Lodge, Blyton Carr, Gainsborough. DN21 EEW
Tel 01427 811922
email lynn@lyndarlea.co.uk
BURGE and ROSSITER Mrs J and Miss P
CREEKPIT
3 Cameron Cottage, Eastland Gate, Lowedean, Portsmouth. Hants.
PO8 0SR
Tel 01342 599535

ML

DIMON J
DIMERLIN
26 Landview Gardens, Marden Ash, Ongar, Essex. CM5 9EQ
Tel 01277 362440
e.mail julia.dimon@btinternet.com

S

ENDERSBY Mrs P and Mr M
MOWBRAY
2 Mowbray Crescent, Stotfold, Herts. SG5 4DY
Tel 01462730101
e.mail mowbraydogs@ntlworld.com

MS

GONSZOR Mrs J
FENGUN
39 Old Deer Park Gardens, Richmond. TW9 2TN
Tel 07917 355695
e.mail joy.gonszor@gmail.com
Website: www.fengun.co.uk

ML

GRAHAM Mr R and Mrs M
GAMERON
69 Malden Court,Gt Cornard, Sudbury, Suffolk. CO10 0LY
Tel 01787 377833
e.mail r.graham135@btinternet.com

S

HALL Mr.D and Mrs W
CLIFFMERE
Bellhaven, Nealsgate, Holbeach St John, Spalding, Lincs. PE12 8SW
Tel 01406 540419
e.mail whall334@btinternet.com

ML

HARDY Mrs G
KUSHWIN
24 Hubbard Close, Wymondham, Norfolk. NR18 0DY
Tel 01953 601623
e.mail hardyhounds@tiscali.co.uk

MW
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HOPPER Mrs J
BRYNFAW
Brynfaw, School Road, Terrington St John, Wisbech. Cambs. PE14 7SQ
Tel 01945 880174
e.mail brynfaw@btinternet.com
McCARTHY Mrs C
Nagshall Farm, Oxted Road, Godstone, Surrey. RH9 8DS
Tel. 01883 7842069
MOURTON Mrs V
50 Helpstow Road, Glinton, Peterborough. PE6 7JT
Tel 01733 253260

NAGSHALL

ELDMOUR

MW

ML

MW

OXLEY Mrs M.P
DINKIDAX ML and MS
Evergreen, 17 Warrenne Close, Dunscroft, Doncaster. DN7 4BA
Tel 01302 843106 e.mail mags@dinkidax.com web www.dinkidax.com
PHILLIPS Mrs V
TENDROW
The Street, Tendring, Clacton-on –Sea, Essex. CO16 0BN
Tel 01255 830030
e.mail tendrow1@tiscali.co.uk
SEAGO Miss D
AMLIDA
21 Austin Road, Cobholm, Gt Yarmouth, Norfolk. NR31 0DF
e.mail d.seago@btinternet.com

W

S

SHELTON Mrs A
BARRISSE MS and MW
Laws Farm, Crowland Commom, Peterborough. PE6 0HL
Tel 01733 211175
e.mail ann.shelton@btopenworld.com
VINE Mrs R
CISHELVINE
105 Auchinleck Close, Kelleythorpe, Driffield. YO25 9HE
Tel 01377 256436
WARD-BLOWER Mrs C
Willowmist. 6 Barns Court, Harlow, Essex. CM19 5QT

L and MS

WILLOWMIST

WILSON Mrs M H
ROGERMARDAX
25 Hillview Drive, Winterton-on-Sea, Nr. Gt. Yarmouth. Norfolk. NR29 4 BT
Tel 01493 3936437
e.mail rogermardax@aol.com
WOOD Mr R
166 Drayton Road, Norwich, Norfolk. NR3 2EA
Tel 01603 404173

WILDSTAR

YEOMANS Mrs J
26 Long Row, High Street, Pavenham, Beds. MK43 7NR
Tel 01234 823422
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MW
L

ML and MW

KLYNERBYNER

MS

Once again thanks to all those who contributed to this issue. Hope
you enjoy it and if you have any funnies, puzzles, comments, poems,
stories……anything of interest, then please send them to me for the
next issue.
Wishing you all good health, success and happiness until next time.
Gina Hardy (Editor)
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