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The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily
those of ECDA

Editor’s Ramblings
Hello to all our members old and new. Another year has
passed and I hope you are all well and have enjoyed good health and
success in the last 12 months.
This issue I'm wearing two hats. Those of the Secretary and
the Newsletter Editor and not certain which fits best!!?
April is fast approaching as I write these notes and so far we
haven't had too much in the way of “winter weather” ( Note to
God....please don't make me regret saying that) . I've actually got an
early flowering clematis in flower and my fuchsias from last year are
still going strong.
I'm down to four dogs now, as I sadly lost my dear old Donut
(K.Aphrodite) at the end of August. Some dogs just seem to leave a
much bigger gap than their little bodies could ever have occupied,
but the remaining four still manage to keep me busy.
The Dachshund world is very lucky regarding rescue as we
often have more enquiries than we have dogs looking for homes. I
have noticed that recent puppy enquiries, are mostly from people
who have done their research and are aware of any health issues
affecting Dachshunds and keen to find a responsible breeder who
has carried out the relevant tests, and offer healthy, well-reared
pups along with ongoing support, and help, should it be needed. This
is a very welcome change and shows that the message is getting
through. If you have pups or older dogs available please feel free to
contact me so that I can pass on your details to those searching for
a dog. It will of course be up to you to do the necessary checks.
And finally please don't forget to send me any items for the
Newsletter, that may interest our members. Stories, poems, facts,
funnies, advertisements and photos are all welcome and of course if
there is anything you would like to see in the next issue please let us
know. .
(short pause to change hats).........

SECRETARY'S REPORT
In 2011, ECDA held two Open shows, as well as a very
successful breed seminar held jointly with the Beagle Club.
Ian's report on the seminar appears on page 7.
Both shows were held at Milton which is proving to be a very
pleasant venue, in particular for the June show which we were able
to hold outside on the grass, creating a lovely summer party
atmosphere with big rings and lots of space. Although a bright and
sunny day, it was quite blustery and during the day it became even
windier which made the job of the ring stewards, judges and
exhibitors a bit hair-raising at times….in more ways than one. Having
retrieved the ring tape and posts for the umpteenth time it was
decided for the safety of all concerned to move the judging of
Variety classes and BIS inside. Janet Welton (Chelane) judged S,
MS and MW and Liz Stephen (Bedu) judged Long, ML and Wire.
Carol Hall was a last minute substitute for Mrs. Diane Melbourne
(Melriding), who had to withdraw due to ill health, and judged BIS
and AV veteran. The final awards were as follows:BIS Tealby's Another Rumour in Red (S),
RBIS Cishellvine's Swellegent Guy at Tendrow (W),
BPIS Minimead Maid Sweetley, and RBPIS Kushwin Incognito and
BVIS Manakoora Koh-Oh-Noor.
After BIS had been awarded, our President Wendy Spencer,
on behalf of ECDA, presented Ian with a Pastel Picture of his
favorite dog, Twix, and a bottle of his preferred tipple, as a small
token of thanks for all his dedication and hard work over the 14
years he had served as club Secretary. 2011 was a year of changes
for ECDA. We were all sad to hear of the resignation of Anita as
Treasurer. She was always so conscientious and efficient and never
seemed to get in a flap about anything. We send her our very best
wishes and sincere thanks. Sadly Bob McCarthy, our Show Manager,
also decided for personal reasons to resign. Bob's hard work and

enthusiasm for the job was limitless and he will be sorely missed,
but we hope he will find the time to come and see us.
The November show was my first as Secretary. It was also
the first time the show had been held inside the hall at Milton and
apart from a couple of teething problems, all went well. Which is all
down to our very hard working committee.
We received lots of good feedback and many people
commented on the lovely, friendly atmosphere. However, if you have
any thoughts or suggestions on how we can improve the shows please
do let us know.
Sue Holt (Waldmeister) judged MW, S and L and Amy Callow
(Garthorne) judged MS, ML and W with Ann Kennedy awarding BIS.
Which went to Bonavoir Timestorhia at Africandawns (S),
RBIS was Africandawns Night Kisses at Darsoms (L).
BPIS Garbosa Garfield (ML),
BVIS Melminds Master Copy (L)
Congratulations to all the above winners and enormous thanks to all
our exhibitors and members for your continuing support in what is,
for many, very difficult financial times.
This year is our Championship show year and it will be held as usual
at The Bretton Centre, Peterborough. We look forward to seeing
you there.
On a very sad note we have lost some very special people over the
course of 2011/12. Our patron, Mrs Joan Littmoden, Alan Sharman,
John Seaman and recently Maurice Endersby. Our sincere
condolences go to their families and friends. Obituaries appear
later in the newsletter.
Finally sincere thanks to the very hard working officers, committee
and helpers without whom there would be no show.
Wishing you all a successful year.
Gina Hardy
Secretary and Newsletter Editor

ATTENTION !
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS
Please check that you are paying the correct subscription
of £5.00 for Joint OR Single Membership.
Due to the high cost of postage ECDA do not send out reminders.
Subscriptions are due annually on 1st January.
To save time and costs, payments can be made by Standing Order.
Cheques should be made payable to Eastern Counties Dachshund
Association and sent to Gina Hardy.
MEMBERSHIP AND STANDING ORDER FORMS ARE
AVAILABLE FROM GINA HARDY OR CAN BE DOWNLOADED
FROM THE CLUB’S WEBSITE:
www.easterncountiesdachshund.co.uk
(You'll also find one on the back page if you know anyone who is
interested in joining us.)

DIARY DATES
2012 show dates are:3rd June - Open Show at Milton Community Centre
4th November - Championship Show at The Cresset, Peterborough
2013 show dates are:26th May - Open Show at Milton Community Center
3rd November - Open Show at Milton.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO GIVING A WARM WELCOME TO ALL
OUR MEMBERS AND EXHIBITORS BOTH OLD AND NEW

BENSARKA PHOENIX SUN

Photo at 15mths
DOB 2/12/2009
Sire: AM CH Darshans Hummer V Jagies
Dam: AM CH Hampdach Classic Gold at Bensarka
Correct size dog with
Fantastic Temperament
Available at stud to approved bitches
Copy of pedigree available upon request.
All enquiries to:
Clare MacDonald
Acorn Bank
Brick Kiln Road
Hevingham
Norfolk
NR10 5NN
Tel 01603 754789

Beagles + Dachshunds: A day of learning about our hounds
Eastern Counties Dachshund Association held a Breed Seminar jointly with the
Beagle Association on Saturday 14th May 2011 at Roade Village Hall, Northants.
Around thirty people participated as “students” and there were about another 15 helpers
from each of the two Clubs.
The Seminar was intended to be an educational event, not a Judging
Assessment and was an ideal opportunity to learn about Dachshunds and Beagles,
without the pressure of assessments or exam papers. Jeff Horswell (Drakesleat Mini
Wires) was the speaker on Dachshunds and our ECDA Chairman Wendy Hall (Cliffmere
Beagles & Mini Long Dachshunds) was the speaker on Beagles.
As with any breed education event these days, there was a strong emphasis on
“fit for function” in both of the featured breeds. Jeff spoke about the working origins of
the Dachshund and the importance of adequate ground clearance in order to be able to
do a day's work. He explained how it was possible for exaggeration to creep into any
breed and therefore breeders and judges needed to keep referring to the guidance
offered by the Breed Standard. For example, the Dachshund Standard now defines the
ideal 2:1 length to height proportions. Excessive length and lack of ground clearance
should therefore be penalised by judges and dogs that are shorter in body and with
greater length of leg are to be preferred.
There was much discussion around the size of Dachshunds; an aspect which
the Breed Standard is very clear on. Miniatures should ideally be 10 pounds (4.5 kg)
with a desired maximum of 11 pounds (5 kg), and Standards 20-26 pounds (9-12 kg).
These sizes again relate to the Dachshund's original purpose.
Jeff used a comprehensive set of slides to support his presentation and these
are available as a download from the ECDA website:
(http://easterncountiesdachshund.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/east-cts-seminar.pdf)
Wendy Hall's presentation on the Beagle Standard made use of a Champion
dog as her model, which she used to illustrate the various clauses in the Standard. She
took time to explain the working origins of the Beagle and to explain how this should be
an unexaggerated hound. The Breed Standard characterises Beagles as A merry
hound whose essential function is to hunt, primarily hare, by following a scent. Bold, with
great activity, stamina and determination. Alert, intelligent and of even temperament.
In the afternoon, everyone had the chance to go over a selection of
Dachshunds and Beagles, with guidance from their owners, in a practical hands-on
session. As it was a warm, dry Spring day, we were able to make use of the outdoor
facilities at Roade and to see the dogs move in the car park and on grass.

We're always keen to find out how we can improve these events, so we ask for
written feedback from everyone before we give out their Certificate of Attendance.
Some of the critical comments included:
“Would be useful to see dogs with faults”
“There was only salad for lunch and I don't like salad”
“Would have liked some printouts on the Beagle Standard”
Some of the positive comments included:
“Excellent day and well organised”
“Enjoyed the day; dogs were wonderful”
“Brilliant, friendly atmosphere”
“Good level of speaker/audience interaction”
Overall, the feedback “scores” for the venue, speakers, catering and opportunity
to learn were overwhelmingly positive.

These events are always dependent on owners being prepared to bring dogs
that can be used as examples by the speakers and for the hands-on session. It's also
important that these owners are prepared to be open and honest when discussing their
dog's virtues and faults with the seminar participants. There's no point people being told
the dogs have no faults; that way they will never learn the difference between “good”

and “faulty”. We are really grateful to everyone who brought their dogs and helped to
make this such a successful day. It's also a testament to the temperaments of all the
dogs who happily allowed a sequence of complete strangers to get their hands on and
go over them.
ECDA has always been proactive in organising educational events and judging
assessments and we have a history of running these in partnership with other Clubs.
So, it's great to know that we can add this day with the Beagles to our list of successes.
Ian Seath

Nice little doggy?
Judge at his first Companion Show.
Elderly Country Gent puts his little dog the table for inspection. As the judge
approaches and moves to lay his hands on the dog the Gentleman says in a very
knowing tone:Gent. Yew dornt wanna dew that.
Judge. Oh really, is there a problem?
Gent. Well hell yis. If you try an touch him he’ll bite ya.
Judge: Well in order to judge the dog I need to go over him.
Gent: Well, dornt say I dint warn ya. He’ll ave ya. (very matter of fact)
Judge: What if you hold his head for me?
Gent: He'll bite me then........ (what would you expect)
Judge: Well could we give it a try?
With that the Gent took hold of the dogs head in a vice like grip allowing the
judge to go over the dog. All the time accompanied by ferocious growling and
the gent telling the dog to
“old ya noise yew little devil or ya wunt win a prize”.

ALAN SHARMAN
From the time Alan acquired his first Miniature Long Haired Dachshund in the 1960s
they became his passion, and he certainly achieved his ambition of being a successful
breeder and show exhibitor. Alan started a run of success in the early seventies that
was to continue for many years through to the nineties. He bred his first bitch champion,
Southcliff Salome, in 1970 and his last dog champion, Southcliff Sir Alec in 1990.
In all, Alan bred 22 champions; including 2 made up by other people; plus a
further 2 dogs that he had acquired also achieving Champion status. He had a number
of multiple Challenge Certificate winning dogs such as Southcliff Salvatore, Sweet
Music, Statesman, Starsky, and Szebra. Starsky went on to hold the breed record for
many years earning over 40 Challenge Certificates, that record of course having now
been surpassed, but that is what records are for. Starsky also earned the highest ever
award at the time by any Mini Long exhibited at Crufts, in achieving Reserve in the
Hound Group (Second overall of all hounds).
In the early nineties Alan made a conscious decision that he should give up
breeding and wind down his showing career. He could not bear the thought that if
anything happened to him his dogs would have to be rehomed. It must be remembered
that even with the fantastic success that Alan’s dogs achieved, he never bred for profit,
only for pleasure, and any dog that stayed with him through puppyhood stayed with him
for life.
All Alan’s ‘oldies’ saw out their days at Almshoe Cottage, all living indoors. Yes,
he did have kennels, but normally only put his dogs in them when he was out for the
day. It was rare for his dogs to ever stay in them overnight.
Anyone who acquired a Southcliff puppy, was indeed very fortunate, perhaps
even honoured, as he was extremely selective in whom he allowed them to go to,
although many other successful mini-longs have a Southcliff ancestry in their pedigrees,
through Alan’s dogs being sought after at stud.
Although Alan wound down his exhibiting, his enthusiasm and passion for
Dachshunds certainly continued. He was a very active member of both the Miniature
Dachshund Club and the Long Haired Dachshund Club, and he served both clubs for
many years. That service was recognised by those clubs, and he became President of
the Long Haired Club and an Honorary life Vice-President of the Mini Club, but he also
regularly supported other Dachshund clubs a well. Alan will not just be remembered for

his achievements. Many people in the Dachshund World, and in the world of dogs
generally, considered Alan to be a very good, dear friend.
My wife Veronica & I attended our very first Open dog show in 1974, and after
all the judging had finished we approached the judge for an opinion of the little girl we
were showing. That judge was Alan. Not only was he pleased to give us a good honest
opinion, but he gave us help and advice as well, and we immediately thought “what a
really nice man”. We then came in contact with Alan frequently at other shows and he
was pleased, indeed keen, to chat to us about how we were getting on. From those
early seeds a great, lasting, lifetime friendship grew.
Many people would be able to tell a similar story. Alan not only earned the
respect of people who had been in dogs for longer than he, but he was also always keen
to help and assist newcomers to showing. People enjoyed Alan’s company, as he did
theirs, with many very good friendships developing which I know Alan treasured. Whilst
Alan lived alone with his dogs for so many years, his dear friends were always made
welcome at Almshoe Cottage.
Such good friendships also meant that people were keen to assist Alan
whenever they could, and he was very grateful in later years that he had still been able
travel to shows to judge, when asked, or just to watch and chat to old friends. Indeed,
it’s only a few short weeks since Pat and Jon Fsadni were able to take Alan to the Long
Haired Championship Show at Coventry, the last time that many in the Dachshund world
have seen him.
Alan was indeed a truly nice person, who so greatly earned and deserved the
respect, admiration, and affection of the many people that he considered his friends. A
true gentleman, Alan will always be remembered with a smile by friends who felt
privileged to know him. He will be very sadly missed.
Kindly contributed by David Hurry

The Dachshund Breed Council
“What is the Breed Council ?”
“ What do they do?”
The following will give a brief idea of their intended purpose and
some of the tasks they are involved with. A great deal of hard work
is done behind the scenes on behalf of all the member Dachshund
Clubs as well as Dachshund owners, breeders, exhibitors and judges.
The Breed Council was set up to continue and advance the work of the UK
Dachshund Forum which had been in existence for 10 years. The Forum was set up
initially to allow Dachshund Breed Clubs to coordinate Show Dates and Judging Lists.
The work of the Forum developed to look at Health and Welfare issues, Judges’
Education and other matters relevant to the breed.
In 2007, all 19 UK Dachshund Breed Clubs agreed to form a Breed Council and
work together for the good of the breed. They present a united voice for Dachshunds in
the UK. As a Kennel Club registered organisation they must comply with the KC's rules
and regulations for breed Councils.
Membership is open to all breed clubs

Breed Council Officers
Chairman – Ian Seath
Secretary – Lesley Brown
Treasurer – Katherine Herrington
Vice Chair – Anne Moore

Health and Welfare Sub-committee
Chairman – Roger Sainsbury BVM&S, MRCVS
Helen Geeson, Lesley McNaughton, Ian Seath,
Val Skinner, Judy Squires

Breed Council Objectives:


To provide a mechanism for the member clubs to work co-operatively for the
benefit of the breed.







To be a strong and united voice in making proposals to the Kennel Club and to
be a respected forum whose opinion on breed matters is sought by the Kennel
Club.
To promote the effective education and training of judges, at all levels, for the
breed.
To promote the health and welfare of the breed, through research and
education.
To appoint a Representative for liaison with the Kennel Club.
The Breed Council may, inter alia:
a. Make recommendations to the KC General Committee as
regards the Kennel Club Standard of the Breed
b. Make recommendations to the KC General Committee
regarding applications to register new Breed Clubs
c. Consider any matter referred to the Council by the KC
General Committee

The Breed Council shall have the power to appoint sub-committees. These subcommittees are to be set precise terms of reference and time limits for reporting back to
the Council. The Council will appoint members to the sub-committee, who shall appoint
a chairman from amongst their number.

Health and Welfare

The Dachshund Breed Council Health and Welfare Sub-committee works in partnership
with The Kennel Club, The Animal Health Trust and other professional bodies for the
improvement of the breed’s health and welfare. They have a dedicated health website
which has all the latest news and information relating to Dachshund health in the UK.
The DBC featured in a press release praising their hard work relating to the health and
welfare of Dachshunds. The following is an excerpt:

Dachshunds in pole position in The Karlton Index 2011
PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY THE KARLTON INDEX (October 9th 2011):

The top scoring breed is Dachshunds. Congratulations to the team behind the
Dachshund Breed Council for their impressive work and commitment to breed health.
On completing the first full index, Philippa Robinson founder of the Karlton Index says:
“The full review of all breeds has been very enlightening. On the whole findings are
disappointing but there are glimpses of brilliant work being done in some quarters like
the Dachshund Breed Council. The teams behind the top performing breeds are

characterised by a determined urgency and they tackle health without a hint of
complacency.

To find out more and to sign up for the newsletter go to
www.dachshundbreedcouncil.wordpress.com
and for health matters go to www.dachshundhealth.org.uk
Wife by text to husband at work ...
"Windows at home frozen - what should I do?"
Husband - "spray some de-icer or pour hot water on them"
Wife a few minutes later "Done that - now computer won't work at all"!

Sammy's Sleepover
A few years ago, just before Crufts, my friend’s bitches were in season and to
avoid their only male losing condition, I offered to have him stay with me for a
couple of weeks. He was a lovely gentle mini long and got along well with my
mini wires. I’d always thought of mini longs as being the most laid back,
obedient and easiest of the varieties. How wrong can you be!?.
While he was in sight he was always well behaved, but the second I turned my
back he was up to some mischief or another.
He approached the furniture like he was a member of some elite army regiment
tackling an obstacle course. He’d be up and trotting along the back of the settee,
picking his way carefully across the top of the bookcase, perching on the
dresser or sitting in the middle of the coffee table helping himself to some
refreshment in the shape of an apple. Usually only taking one bite and leaving
the evidence before jumping off and disappearing out to the garden.
He also made a meal (literally) of my building society passbook and my cheque
book, along with several letters, although to give him his due they were bills.
At night he slept with my mini wires in the hallway where there was a gate to
stop them getting to the front door or up the stairs. I left them all curled up
together and went to bed.

At around 2.30 in the morning I heard a small whimper and thought “poor little
fellow he’s probably missing his mum” but as I didn’t want it to become a habit
I tried ignore him. However after a while he was still whimpering so I decided
to go and try to settle him. Creeping downstairs in my smalls I was confronted
by the little chap firmly wedged behind his elbows in the gate. He had pushed
and pushed until he could push no more and was truly stuck.
I spent 30 minutes trying to lever him out with no luck. All the time he just
stood there “smiling” at me, wagging his tail and kissing me at every
opportunity. Thoughts of having to call the fire brigade for assistance ran
through my mind and as much as the idea of hunky men in uniform might
normally appeal I was in no mood for sirens and flashing lights.
Eventually I realised that if I could lift him high enough and somehow support
his front I might just be able to bend the bars at their most flexible point and get
him out. (step aside Wonderwoman) So with the aid of my trustee rolling pin
(no I didn’t flatten him) and at the same time propping him up on my knee I
finally managed to lever the bars enough to ease his elbows and then his head
out of the gate. Having spent the best part of an hour trying to release him and
worried that he might get stuck again I put him in a crate for the rest of the
night and crawled back to bed. Aaah. Peace at last....or at least for now.

Got a litter or expecting one?
Want to help the new owners give them the best
start?
Why not include a copy of

“The Fast Track- Puppy Survival Kit”
in your puppy pack?

For the experienced, and not so experienced puppy owner.
Written by two very knowledgeable trainers whose particular
interest lies in the puppies formative months.
56 pages packed full of useful, kind and sensible advice on
settling your pup into it’s new home, coping with the “toddler”
stages, socialising and helping you to teach your pup to become
a balanced and well behaved member of the family, and society.

It’s the book that every pup has been waiting for!

Only £3.50 each + 50p p+p
ORDERS OF 5 OR MORE FREE p+p
Available from E.C.D.A. website
www.easterncountiesdachshund.co.uk

OR
Tel. Gina on 01953 601623
email: hardyhounds@tiscali.co.uk

Joan Littmoden
A personal reflection by Jean Matthews.
I met Joan at the first Miniature Club meeting I attended in London at
the St. Ermine’s hotel just behind Selfridges, very up-market.
Joan was very welcoming to newcomers and made us feel as if we belonged.
She had a long (94 yrs.) and varied life but was unfortunately confined to a
wheelchair for the last 4 years. Still very much with the present, if I rang her in
the afternoon, she would say "oh I am watching the horse racing on TV".
Joan joined the K.C. as a member in 1945 and in 46 - 47 started
E.C.D.A. Prior to that, Joan and her husband George had spent 10 yrs. in
Malta where they owned 2 pharaoh hounds. On returning to the UK they
bought a bungalow in Hertfordshire with a lovely garden which was Joan's
pride and joy. Here I must mention George who was a delight and very
knowledgeable about all the breeds and to sit next to him at a show was a
pleasure. Sadly he died before Joan but she did as she had promised and kept
the bungalow to the end. Apart from miniature Dachshunds, Joan enjoyed her
Griffons and always had one or two around. Wendy has carried on the
tradition. One of Joan's regrets will be not being here and watch Wendy judge
Griffons at Crufts this year.
Her first miniature smooth which she made up was Ch.Mini Vale
Matinee girl who was born in 1949. A stream of champions followed :- Gaiety
girl and Otter, Career girl, CH. And Aus. Ch. Challenge, Flower, as well as
Shadmore Fantasia, and KayAnn, Pamela Jane & Septimus. Joan also had
many other notable dogs too numerous to list. Joan's dog Prince Albert won 41
C.Cs and 5 Crufts Best Of Breed.
Joan will be very much missed in the dog world as her knowledge was
phenomenal. George gave her a few years before he died, he made her
promise that she wouldn't consider a move from the bungalow if he died first
and this promise she has kept right up until the day of her own passing.
She was a great worker, particularly for the Miniature Club of which
she was Chairman, Secretary, President, and Patron to the end. She was also
Patron of the Great Joint, Patron of E.C.D.A. and honorary life member of the
Dachshund Club.
Joan will be greatly missed by everyone who had the pleasure of
knowing her. Our sympathies go to her daughters Wendy and Heather.

E.C.D.A. 60S CLUB

The club runs its very own “lottery”, and NO YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE 60 TO JOIN!
The way it works is there are 60 numbers and each participant is allocated a number(s)
which is paid for on a 6 monthly basis. Each number costs only £13 per 6 month period.
That's only 50p per week and the easiest and preferred method of payment is by
standing order.
Each month there are prizes of 1 x £45, 1x £10 and 2 x £5. Which are drawn by the BIS
judge at the spring and autumn shows, along with one big prize of £75 which is drawn at
each of the shows.
The only catch is
“ YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT”

To join contact Christine Gibson on 01440 713687 or speak to the person
on the door at the next show.
20011 RESULTS
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X
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3
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X
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5
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26
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X

25
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32

57
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X

50

33

28

49
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48

25

22

58
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DOG FOR SALE
A man sees a sign outside a house - 'Talking Dog For Sale.' He rings the bell,
the owner appears and tells him the dog can be viewed in the back garden.
The man sees a very nice looking Labrador Retriever sitting there.
"Do you really talk?" he asks the dog. "Yes," the Labrador replies.
.After recovering from the shock of hearing the dog talk, the man asks, "So,
tell me your story."
The Labrador looks up and says, "Well, I discovered that I could talk when I
was pretty young. I wanted to help my country, so I got a job with the SAS.
"In no time at all they had me jetting from country to country, sitting in rooms
with spies and world leaders. No one imagined that a dog would be
eavesdropping. I was one of their most valuable spies for eight years". "But
the jetting around really tired me out, and as I wasn't getting any younger I
decided to settle down. I signed up for a job at Heathrow Airport to do some
undercover security work, wandering near suspicious characters and listening
in. I uncovered some incredible dealings and was awarded several medals. I
got married, had a few puppies, and now I've just retired."
The man is amazed. He goes back into the house and asks the owner how
much he wants for the dog.
"Ten quid," the owner says.
"£10!!? But this dog is absolutely amazing! Why on earth are you selling him
so cheaply?"
"Because he's a liar, he's never been out of the garden."

A day with the UK Dachshund Trials Club
The following article originally appeared in a magazine called
'Suomen Mayrakoiraliitto ry', which is produced by the Finnish
equivalent of our Dachshund Breed Council. Its original purpose was
to publicize our efforts to get something which is taken for granted
in Scandinavia, mainland Europe and the United States recognized
here in England.
The author, Minna Hagan, is a member of the UK Dachshund Trials
Club (UKDT), and bred Standard Long and Miniature Dachshunds in

Finland under her affix Simppelin for many years. She was the
founding member of a local county Dachshund Club back in Finland
which still is going strong and arranging working trials for
Dachshunds on a regular basis
th

******

5am on Sunday, 27 March, we gathered our boys into the car and started
heading to our first Dachshund trial practice in Wisbech, Cambridgeshire.
The practice day was organized by Sharron Shone (Hanishan) who has
been breeding Dachshunds for a number of years. Sharron has always
been keen to ensure that her dachsies are Fit for Purpose and Fit for
Function as dachsies should be. This is one of the reason why she has
started The UK Dachshund Trials Club. The Club currently has 10 members
with mainly mini smooths and mini wires.
After arriving at Sharron’s house, she explained how we were going to do
the trials, which rules (Irish) we were following and what was expected of
our dogs. As a previous owner of an SF KVA & JVA longhaired dachs boy ,
I was getting more and more excited. I had even managed to convince my
partner to come long to see what all the fuss was about.
Sharron started the practice days in autumn 2010 and in April 2011 the
Club will hold its first trials, including qualified judges and prizes. The
Club’s long-term plans are to get this activity recognized by the Kennel
Club and to enable working dachsies to enter shows in their own working
class to demonstrate their fitness and ability to function as they should.
After morning coffee and the briefing we all started heading to nearby
field. The first practice was tracking. We all received a piece of deer skin,
dipped in blood and off we went to make our tracks. The Irish rules state
the age of the track is between 24 to 72 hours, also the trail is not as
long. As all of the group were novices, the purpose of the exercise was to
get the dogs excited, so we did short tracks and took the dogs through
straight away to get the idea. Our youngest, Corky, did not seem to have a
clue at first, he was more interested in ripping the deer skin apart. Boo,
the gigantic dachs of ours, took a couple of sniffs, and lifted his head up
and bulldozed his way to the kill, thinking obviously about food. Lynn’s wire
haired mini, Russia, and Sharron’s dogs who had done this before, knew

immediately what was expected of them and off they went . The Smooths
also seemed to have a very good idea as to what to do. By the end of the
practice, all the dogs understood what was expected of them and were
developing their abilities.
Next we practiced Go to Ground, as we are not allowed use live fox
in England, and the Club does not have a permanent place for the Go to
Ground, instead of a live fox, we had its head and the cave was made out
of wicker, approx. 10m long. There were a few laughs when Sharron was
pushing our English Standard long haired into the tunnel. I think everyone
was thinking in the back of their minds, what if he gets stuck. But
eventually Boo emerged victorious and very happy with himself at the
other end. As all the other trainees were minis, they whooshed through
the tunnel in no time. The fox’s head was at the far end of the tunnel, and
the idea was that your dog would bay at it for a certain period of time but
not attack. Corky, our resident bayer, failed miserably, although his
favourite past-time is baying, preferably at 11pm in the back garden.
The last part of the trials is obedience, this consists of stay, recall and
heel. We were really impressed with our two, who are not well known for
their tendency to stay in one spot for any period of time. There was one
incident where one of the mini’s made a break for freedom, but for the
most part the dogs were very patient with us. After all the activities, we
headed back to Sharron’s home for a nice bowl of soup and warm bread.
One of the members had also brought home-made cupcakes to accompany
the coffee.
I can honestly say we all had a brilliant time and I am hoping that
the group stays motivated and that after all the hard work Sharron has
put into this that The Kennel Club will eventually officially recognise this
event for Dachshunds.
Minna
Hagan
The UK Dachshund trials club now has its own website where you
can find out more about its activities and obtain dates for forthcoming
events. Go to www.ukdachshundtrials.org.uk The trials days are an
extremely enjoyable day for both owners and dogs and a great chance to
let your dogs do what may (or in some cases, may not) come naturally.

Maurice Endersby

It was with great sadness that we heard of the death of former Committee
member Maurice Endersby (Mowbray Wires and Mini Smooths). Maurice
served for many years on our ECDA Committee and retired a couple of years
ago, due to ill-health.
Sadly, Maurice passed away on the morning of 21st February , aged 87, after
being taken from his Nursing Home into hospital, where sadly nothing could be
done.
He will be remembered as a real gentleman with a wicked sense of humour and
someone who always called a spade a spade.
I cannot claim to have known Maurice well but my first encounter with him
was at Newmarket where I was showing my Mini Wire for the first time and
feeling very nervous. I had just won BP and BOB with my Kushwin Aphrodite.
And he was so pleased for me and very encouraging. As I didn't know anyone
at that time he made me feel very welcome. Something that I really
appreciated. He never forgot that day. He was always cheerful and greeted
everyone with the same big smile and cheeky comments.
Maurice was a big man with a big heart and will be greatly missed by all who
knew him. Our sympathies are with Pat and their much loved family.

SUNSONG

SUNSONG WISH UPON A STAR (Left)
CC – Birmingham National 2011
CC and BOB – L.K.A. 2011
Reserve CC and Best Puppy – W.E.D.A. 2011
SUNSONG WHISPER A PROMISE (Right)
Reserve CC and Best Puppy – Richmond 2011 aged 8 months
Reserve CC – Dachshund Club of Wales 2012
Also home to
BOLORIA'S KALEENA AT SUNSONG J.W.
CC – Dachshund Club of Wales 2012
Reserve CC – Crufts 2011
Sue & Ian Seath
01628 529936
www.sunsong.co.uk
sue@sunsong.co.uk

THE MOUSE
When dusk has fallen and night is nigh,
fearful of pussy’s mew and cry
The mouse comes out of hole and home,
across the kitchen floor to roam.
Bravely she goes near pussy’s chair.
Oh! little mouse please don’t go there.
The chase then starts
and oh what fun
to see our fat old pussy run
The mouse’s hole comes into sight
and in she darts out of the light.
Pussy then goes back to sleep
With one eye open her watch to keep.
Miss Hadley (aged 12)
Can anyone guess who the budding young poet is?
Clue: She has matured into a smooth talker.
Answer on page 46

LAFORA UPDATE
As the situation on testing for Lafora is changing by the week please visit
the Wirehaired Dachshund Club website

www.WHDC.co.uk
for the latest updates.

The charts shown on the next page help to explain the results that can be
expected from various matings. This applies to all genetically identified
conditions where a Clear, Carrier, Affected status is known.

How to breed out Lafora Disease in three generations
Lafora Disease in Miniature Wirehaired Dachshunds is caused by an Autosomal
Recessive genetic mutation. In theory, it can therefore be bred out in three generations
but this can only be done if all breeding stock is DNA tested to identify whether it is
“Clear”, “Carrier” or “Affected”.
Generation 1:
A DNA tested “Affected” dog is
mated to a DNA tested “Clear”dog.

All the puppies will be “Carriers

Generation 2:

The “Carrier” puppies are mated to DNA
tested “Clear” dogs

On average, half the litter will be “Carriers”
and half will be “Clear”. All the puppies
must be DNA tested to identify their status.

Generation 3:
The “Clear” puppies are mated to another All the puppies will be “Clear”
DNA tested “Clear” dog

Note 1: If you start with a “Carrier” dog, this is equivalent to starting at Generation 2.
Note 2: If you choose to keep a “Carrier” puppy from Generation 2, it must be mated to a
“Clear” dog. As carrier to carrier has a 25% risk of producing affected offspring.

Well yer gotta larf int yer?
Judge at a Hunt Terrier Meeting, where they were holding a fun
class for the small terriers, asks an Seasoned Professional what she
should be looking for in these dogs.
Judge:

What would you be looking for in these dogs?

SP:
Well Gel. We dornt want none a them Queen Ann fronts
cos thay int no good fer diggin, An tha ribs shunt be too broad, so as
thay ken git in an out a tha holes. Yew want a good muscled backend,
an a strong tail so yew kin git hold onat an hoik the little dorg outta
tha ground. Nice sorft ears so thay dunt git stuck an big strong
teeth an jaws fer oldin on.
Judge:
Oh. Thank you for the tips. Assuming they are all much
the same what would be your deciding factor?
SP:
Well Gel. Then yew pick tha little bugga that dunt try an
bite ya!!!
(If anyone needs a translation please feel free to ask me ;-) Ed

Born to Dig

Early Neutering of Puppies by Vivien Phillips
Several months ago, I spoke to Caroline Kisko Secretary of the KC
about the new trend amongst some Vets to offer neutering to very young
puppies when they go for their vaccinations. She pointed out that there
was little the KC could do as it is actually is not illegal and many in the
Veterinary Profession agree with this.
At her suggestion I added a clause to my Contract of Sale asking puppy
buyers to contact me prior to neutering their pets and explaining, when
they signed the contract, that they may well be offered this early
neutering from their own vets, with which I do not agree. I also brought
this up at the BGV Club AGM in April. I recently took back an 8 month
old GBGV bitch who had been spayed at 7 months, because the "vet
suggested it". A couple of weeks ago her litter sister who is with me
came into season, and it quite likely that this young returned bitch could
have come into season at the same time. There is no way the vet would
have known how near she was to her first season.
As a breeder of over 40 years I always suggest that bitches have a
season prior to being spayed and that males attain the age of 8/9
months prior to being castrated. My own vets are of the same view and
agree with me that early spaying of bitches can cause incontinence
although I know this is not scientifically proven.
I had a year old bitch back last year who having been spayed at 5
months !! was returned to me as she was "suddenly wetting round the
house". But more importantly from a health and risk point of view, the
blood supply to the uterus is increased around a month prior to a season
and for about 2mths afterwards the tissues are more delicate and
anesthesia in a young animal is always risky. The spaying of a 7 month
old bitch is surely irresponsible and dangerous. The same goes for a
male whose development and testosterone level is certainly not
complete before at least 8 months old, and in the case of a nervy or shy
dog, this can leave him immature and anxious if neutered too early.
I understand that in rescue centres the need for neutering is a priority
and of course should be carried out prior to re homing. I have written to
the KC to ask if they can discuss with the veterinary profession the need
for caution in pushing new puppy owners into what could be a very bad
decision. In some cases of course it is the monetary priority, but in no
way do I tar all vets with the same brush.

Gina Hardy Sculpture Plus

“Itchy Basset.

Hand Painted Ceramic

One-off, Hand built, Ceramic animal sculpture.

COMMISSIONS WELCOME.
I am happy to work from photographs which I can take for you if
required. I consult with you and keep you updated throughout the
process to ensure that you are happy with the results.
Prices for commissions start at £200 depending upon complexity
of the pose, the size and finish.

15% discount on All orders (stock or commissions) for
Fully Paid up Members of ECDA
Each piece can take up to 12 weeks to complete.
For images of some of my ceramic and bronze resin work visit
www.kushwin.co.uk.
Or Tel. 01953 601623 for a No Obligation chat about your requirements.

Be sure and cancel your credit cards before you die!
A lady died in September, and the Bank billed her in October and November for their
annual service charges on her credit card, and then in December added late fees and
interest on the monthly charge. The balance that had been £0.00, is now £60.00.
A family member placed a call to the Bank:
FM:
'I am calling to tell you that my grandma died in September.'
BANK: 'But the account was never closed and so the late fees and charges
still apply.'
FM:
'Maybe, you should turn it over to your collections section.'
BANK: 'Since it is two months overdue, it already has been.'
FM:
'So, what will they do when they find out she is dead?'
BANK: 'Either report her account to the Frauds Department or report her to
The Credit bureau, possibly both.'
FM:
'Do you think God will be mad at her?'
BANK: Excuse me?'
FM:
'Did you just get what I was telling you . . The part about her being
dead?'
BANK: 'Sir, you'll have to speak to my supervisor.'
Supervisor gets on the phone:
FM:
'I'm calling to tell you, she died in September.'
BANK: 'But the account was never closed and the late fees and charges still
apply.'
FM:
'You mean you want to collect from her estate?'
BANK: (stammer) 'Are you her solicitor?'
FM:
'No, I'm her grandson'
BANK: 'Could you fax us a death certificate?'
FM:
'Sure.' (fax number is given)
After they get the fax:
BANK: 'Our system just isn't set up for death. I don't know what more I can
do to help.'
FM:
'Well, if you figure it out, great! If not, you could just keep billing
her. I don't think she will care.'
BANK: 'Well, the late fees and charges will still apply.'
FM:
'Would you like her new billing address?'
BANK: 'That would help.'
FM:
Heaton Cemetary, Heaton Road , Newcastle upon Tyne
BANK: 'But, that's a cemetery!'
FM:
'Well, what do you do with dead people on your planet?'
The Bank were not available for comment when a reporter from the Local
Newspaper rang them.

Pooch puzzle
Along Barker Street lived three very proud Dachshund owners. Each
Dachshund was a different coat and colour.
From the clues given below can you workout who owned which
dog along with its coat and colour.

1. Captain, the red dog did not belong to Mr Mc.Duff and was not the
dog with the luxurious long coat.
2. The Long haired that belonged to Mrs Jones was not black and tan.
3. Mrs Smith's smooth was much admired for the colour of its coat
and was much easier to groom than the dog belonging to Mr.
Mc.Duff which was not cream.
4. The cream dog's owner was a lady.

Dog's name

Owner

Coat

Answer on page 44

Colour

A PET OWNER'S PERSPECTIVE OF THE 'REALITY' OF LIVING WITH A DISABLED
DACHSHUND
by Emily Critchley
As long as I can remember, I had always wanted a black and tan Dachshund and when I
heard that a local breeder had puppies on the way, I didn't hesitate. Digby was the only
black and tan dog in the litter and so the decision was made and God gave me the little
dog I had so wanted. After carefully preparing his new abode, we went to collect him. My
dream had come true and I was going to be the best Mum I could be.
Digby was the first dog I had ever owned so it was all new to me. And like many
Dachshunds, Digby was bold, bright and at times stubborn. He had such a big character
for such a small dog and I felt a real bond and spiritual connection with him immediately,
which grew deeper as time passed. I recall one night him going out into the garden and
scaring off some youths who had congregated late at night at the back of our house.
They scarpered on hearing 'the bark', which my husband always joked was, 'way outside
his weight range'. If only they knew what lay behind the fence!
I recall many happy and special times with Digby and I was always thankful for
every day we had him in our lives. Digby loved long walks, which he never seemed to
tire of and if he had his red ball, that was a bonus, as he carried it in his mouth for the
duration and would seemingly drop it on his terms, with an expectation that we threw it!
I knew that some Dachshunds suffered back problems, but was relatively
ignorant to the whys and hows. We felt that by keeping Digby on a healthy diet, well
exercised and slim that we would escape any issues.
Then on the 2nd July 2011, aged 4 ½ years, after a crazy Dachshund moment
around the living room, he screeched out in pain and subsequently showed now what I
know to be clear and common signs of a disc herniation (IVDD). I called the vet
immediately and was told to monitor him. I took him down to the on call vet in the middle
of the night as he was whining and would not settle. After an anti inflammatory injection,
and on the advice of the vet, we took him back home and crate rested him for the
duration of the day, but as time passed, he could not stand on his back legs and was
struggling to go to the toilet. This was very upsetting to see.
We took him back to the vet that afternoon so they could monitor his pain relief
overnight. I then went home and started to research on line for disc herniation and this is
when the reality of the situation started to set in. I hadn't liked what I had seen and when
I read how time was a huge factor in the long term prognosis, I became even more
concerned, given that 24 hours had already passed and it would be over 36 hours by the
time we got him to a specialist.
The following morning we rushed Digby to the Animal Health Trust, where they
carried out an examination, followed by an MRI, which confirmed that Digby had

suffered a severe compression and would need surgical intervention if there was to be
any chance of recovery. We went ahead with surgery and waited with anticipation.
Digby's spine had responded well to the decompression and now we waited in
hope for deep pain to return and signs of any motor function to the rear quarters. This
was a slow process and we knew that we had to be patient, as there was no guarantee
it would return. We just took one day at a time, as there was little else we could do, but
at the same time knowing that Digby was in the best place for the time being.
During that month, I spent my time researching the rehabilitation of Dachshunds
with IVDD. Digby was going to rely on me more than ever now and I needed to be
prepared and organised for the future, as much as I could be, given that both my
husband and I worked full time in demanding jobs.
I read many inspirational stories about Dachshunds surviving IVDD and
knowing Digby's determined character and spirit, I felt that we too could undertake the
task and make good attempts to help him walk again, with time, patience and effort. I
didn't see that there were any other options than to 'go for it!' Whatever the future held, I
wanted to give Digby the best life I could for the remainder of his time here.
Out of all the websites dedicated to this disease, 'Dodgerlist' stood out to me as
being the Dachshund owner's guide for the rehabilitation of not only Dachshund's, but
other small dogs with IVDD. It covered everything that I needed to know all on one site.
I also soon realised that for Digby to have a life, he was going to need a cart to
get around, which would also assist him in gaining some motor function in his rear legs. I
spent hours researching the best cart for a Dachshund and eventually came across,
“Eddie's Wheels'. What I like most about these carts is that they are made to measure,
light weight, easy to use and keep the Dachshund's back perfectly straight. And so I
ordered one, which arrived soon after his homecoming, and with the assistance of
homemade ramps, he took to it like a duck to water.
Digby arrived home on the 2nd August and as he was now bladder incontinent, it
was almost like going back to his puppy days, with a bowl, rubber gloves and a sponge
to hand, not forgetting the puppy pads, of which there were a few!! In next to no time
and by watching and re watching the bladder expression video on 'Dodgerlist', we all
managed to master the art, 'phew', My husband worked away from the home in the day
so my Mum helped me out with his day to day care and physio regime, to encourage
muscle tone and in time motor function.
Although Digby was on the whole, a placid dog, he had in the past bitten when
being touched on his rear quarters. This fear based aggression appeared to get worse
after his operation, as I recall him biting one nurse in front of me, which was very
upsetting. Carrying out physio and other tasks proved difficult and on those occasions,
to protect both the handler and Digby, we muzzled him.

He started post operative acupuncture and weekly hydrotherapy which we had
to pay for, as the quota for alternative therapy from my pet insurance had already been
redeemed. He was a little star in the hydro pool and was popular with the therapists for
his character and sheer determination as he rode the waves on the doggy treadmill. As
there were improvements every time he went we continued.
We kept him on Royal Canin, ( for Dachshunds) with an added multi vitamin and
Q10 supplement, recommended for spinal injuries in dogs. He went for a short walk
most days so that he could be 'a dog' and for mental stimulation. We would also bath
him with his sea creatures as a bit of fun, which he loved.
It wasn't long before we got into a routine. In time Digby managed to hold his
bladder for most of the night, but I still woke most nights when I heard him moving about
on his puppy pad. I would religiously get up and go see to him, as like most animals,
they are uncomfortable in sleeping with their excrement and Digby was no exception. I
would come home every lunch time and see to him and take him out in his cart in the
garden and have a short game of ball.
Hydro therapy evenings occurred three times a week. This was an hour and a
half round trip, which often meant me getting in after 9pm and hitting the sack on arrival,
knowing that I would probably be getting up again within a few hours to sort my little
man out.
By this time, December was on the horizon and the events of the last 5 months
taking their toll, in all manner of ways. I felt like I was on a merry-go-round, unable to get
off. I recall sitting and wondering what life was all about, as mine had condensed down
somewhat. I remember answering that, “it was for Digby”, as I loved him unconditionally.
I wasn't doing it for me as it was now at the detriment of my own well being. I think this
was the moment when I had a serious reality check regarding what the future perhaps
held. Before then, I had been mostly taking one day at a time. It filled with a foreboding
of what was to come, which from that moment, did not leave me. I had many a
discussion with my husband about the future with Digby and unfortunately for me,
Digby's fear based aggression, had got worse, to the point where he would not allow
anyone else but me to manoeuvre him in and out of the cart. This left me in a difficult
and restrictive place, as he could not go into normal kennels and neither was it fair on
him or another that he to be left with a stranger. Which ever way we turned, I was
struggling to see how we were going to have a reasonable life. I could cope with Digby
being disabled and slightly incontinent, but with the aggression thrown into the mix, the
odds were stacked high against us all. I found this deeply upsetting and a pretty
hopeless state, especially after all I had given and the fact that he was actually now
starting to walk, all be it in his own fashion.
In the back of my mind I knew euthanasia was a viable option and I felt that
every time we had a conversation about the future, my tears were the beginning of me

letting go. I knew my options were now limited and I really did need to give it one last
shot to see if there was anyone out there in the Dachshund world who could assist us.
Through Ian Seath from the Dachshund Breed Council (DBC), I contacted the Southern
Dachshund Association to ask if DaxAid could assist. They put me in touch with a local
dog sitter who was an ex veterinary nurse, to ask if she could assist in the event we
wanted to go away, but I could hear her reluctance to get involved. My Mum, who has
been a huge support throughout this whole process and didn't want to give up hope,
was very kind in putting herself out to assist. Mum felt that if we could get Digby to a
point where he was desensitised from his aggression, then it may be possible for her to
get him in and out of the cart, thus allowing me to have a life.
In my heart of hearts however, I wasn't convinced that we were perhaps
clutching at straws. It was evident that neither Mum or I wanted to lose this little dog that
had brought such happiness and joy into our lives, but at what cost?
Apart from me, my Mum was the next person Digby trusted and so we did on
one occasion with the muzzle fitted, try to lift him into the cart. Unfortunately, it was a
non starter, as Digby reacted in only what I can describe as a frenzied state. This little
dog was scared and I knew then that enough was enough.
The next day I went to speak with my vet with regards to his fear based
aggression. I left Digby in the car as I went in to speak with her. I had to be strong as we
discussed my options, which included euthanasia. That evening, I took Digby for his last
ever walk and when I put him in his crate in the back of my car, I sat on the back with the
doors open and cried. I was beginning to feel a distinct detachment going on and I knew
that this is what was needed in order for us to both move forward with our lives.
I remember lying in bed that night and thinking, 'wouldn't it be great if my
husband and I could get to a point where we both felt okay about having Digby put to
sleep, rather than guilty. As a counsellor, I believed this could be possible. In any case,
we had decided to shelve any decision until a couple more months, to see how far Digby
had improved and whether it was enough to give him a good life.
Fate took over on the morning of 11th January 2012, Digby was off his food and
sluggish. Then I heard him screech. I found him in the kitchen looking forlorn, and he
had been physically sick. I recalled events of his first disc herniation. I rang my vet and
booked an afternoon appointment in the event that I needed to take him down after
work, whilst my Mum came in to monitor him. There wasn't much change on my return
home and I felt that it was best that I took him in for a check over. It was actually difficult
for the vet to tell whether it was a further disc herniation, but she gave him strong pain
relief and asked us to monitor him overnight.
I got Digby home and it was clear that he was struggling to get up on his rear
legs. I made my bed up beside him in the kitchen and got some clothes ready in the
event that I needed to take him in the middle of the night. Digby could not settle and

come midnight, the medication was starting to wear off as he started to make a
distressed whining sound, which I found very upsetting. I knew I had to remain calm for
him, but also that it was going to be the last night we spent together. My husband and I
had already made the decision, that if it were to happen again, we would have him put to
rest.
At 1 a.m., I rang the vet and took him straight down. Without an x-ray, it was
very difficult to diagnose another disc herniation, but she told us if she had to put money
on it, then it was highly likely. I made the decision to leave Digby at the vet's for the
remainder of the evening in order that they could monitor him and administer pain relief.
We spent the rest of the night awake, drinking tea, reminiscing about all the special
times we had shared, but knowing too that we were going to have to say goodbye to our
little man come light. This was very surreal, but I knew I had to be strong for Digby and
allow him to move forward with his journey and me with mine.
When we collected him from the on-call vet's to transport him to our resident
vet, I was told that he had had a comfortable night and that he had shown no aggression
at all. I knew that Digby without his medication was in serious pain, as he had shown no
aggression the first time round.
To me he was the best little dog in the world, but little did I know to what lengths
he would test me and just how impactive he would be to my life. I don't regret all the
time, patience and effort given this last 6 months. No one ever really knows where the
road will lead when we start out on a journey like this. And if we don't try, we don't know.
Digby was one courageous and determined little soul who came into my life for a reason
and for that I am proud.
My lasting legacy to a great friend and companion 'Digby'
So what have the last six months of our lives been about, if we weren't successful in
bringing about a full recovery to such a well loved dog?
Quite simply, if I can share our efforts to help raise awareness to other owners,
then it makes the last 6 months worthwhile. As we weren't the first and sadly won't be
the last.
Firstly, I have to acknowledge that this was a huge undertaking that no-one
could have completely prepared me for. The territory was relatively unknown with no
guarantees, thus making it an emotional, mental and financial risk.
I wrote at the start of this article that I was quick to buy Digby without perhaps
checking out all important health issues in the pedigree line and I feel now, knowing
what I do, that there would be certain questions that I would ask, as and when the time
comes to own another Dachshund, which may in turn reduce the risk of acquiring a
puppy with IVDD or other known health risks with this breed. The Dachshund Breed
Council have excellent articles which can assist and I would recommend these with this
process.

Thankfully we had taken out a reputable life long insurance, which proved to be
a God-send on this occasion, as had we not had it, we would have had no option than to
go down the euthanasia route. This type of insurance covers you for the duration of your
pet's life and you can claim for an ongoing condition, whereas other insurances are
limited.
As time is of the essence with IVDD, you are told little of what may be
realistically required of you once an operation to decompress the spine has taken place
and whilst it would be unfair to hold any neurologist accountable for their prognosis, I do
feel strongly that this is perhaps an area that needs further discussion with the dog's
owner/s, before a decision to operate vs euthanasia is made, as we all have limitations
as to what we can cope with/afford given the lives we lead.
In Digby's case, I personally regret not having made myself aware of the classic
symptoms of disc herniation and how to respond, as had I have known just how much
time plays a part in the long term prognosis, I would have insisted that Digby was
referred immediately the next morning to the Animal Health Trust and not some 36 hours
later. I do wonder had we acted sooner, if things might have turned out differently.
Also consideration needs to be given to the overall state of the spine and in
Digby's case, there were other weak discs, which potentially could herniate at any time.
Whilst I don't regret having Digby for an extra 6 months, I do feel that had we been
better informed regarding the disease and the likelihood of further herniations, we could
have perhaps made a more balanced decision, which in turn would of saved time, effort,
money and indeed heartache.
Ultimately it's the animal's quality of life that should take priority, but one does
need to consider your own life and the impact such intense rehabilitation brings and so
under certain scenarios, it might be the kindest thing in the long-term to opt for the
euthanasia route. With that said, some Dachshunds can live full and long lives in carts in
the event full motor function does not return, but consideration needs to be given as to
whether your lifestyle can accommodate such a scenario, as it is no easy task to
undertake.
I hope our story has given you a realistic overview of what it is like to live with
and rehabilitate a Dachshund with IVDD. I feel passionate about these little dogs and
am in support of a compulsory breeding programme here in the UK, which, once
available, may significantly reduce the disease from breeding lines, which is distressing
for all.
I remain comforted by the fact that Digby is no longer in pain and whilst he was
only on the earth for a relatively short time, he did live a very full life and was loved
beyond words. I will always be indebted for the love, joy and lessons he taught me and
feel that through me, he will continue to help other Dachshunds and their owners from
afar.
Go well my friend.

(Written with many a tear shed between 4/2/12 & 6/2/12)

In Memory of 'Digby'.

23/2/07 – 12/1/12

RIP

LINKS
www.dodgerlist.com
www.joyfulpaws.com
www.eddieswheels.com
www.dachshundbreedcouncil.wordpress.com
http://wholisticpawsvet.com/articles/Integrative_Treatment_of_Dogs_with_Intervertebral_Disc_Di
sease.pdf
http://www.dodgerslist.com/literature/FridgeInfo81907.pdf

CONTACT
If I can be of any help, please feel free to contact me at;
emilycritchley@rocketmail.com

The Lost Weekend...(a camping we will go)
After hastily packing and several trips aloft
They began their tedious journey. Their neighbours waved them off
Then as they travelled Westward- their minds were still in gear
We’ve got no towels said Eileen. “We’ll have to buy some dear”
They found a place to shop in (but not a place to park)
And after some enquiries took heed of the remarks
The next town was their best bet, for towels and other things
(for towels were not the only thing that they'd forgot to bring)
All was well, arriving safely, still with the missing gear,
They parked the car beside the van to unload from the rear.
They sorted out the cupboards, the wardrobes and where to sleep
Though the beds seemed rather narrow, made for bodies slim and sleek.
The toilet was non-functional, and no water from the tap,
So Bruce went out to get some help from the old caretaker chap.
As he set off across the green intent on what to do
A dog suddenly dashed right out and bit his leg in two.
In fact three times the dog did bite as Bruce lay on the ground.
Before the caretaker arrived to confess he owned the wayward hound.
He bathed and treated all the wounds and called the dog by name
(seemed his doubtful ancestry was definitely to blame)
Bruce tempered anger with advice “You should get insurance, sir
Against the risk of further bites, as these things will occur”
Eileen came upon the scene, the tale of woe was told
Then both searched for a surgery at which they then enrolled
The treatment was a great success (for which they paid the price)
No anti-tetanus jab this time. Which was rather nice.
Back now to the caravan called “home”- twas time to think of bed
A drop of that, that does you good, once the dog was fed.

A sleeping bag (one each is best) then settled for the night
But once in slumberland poor Bruce he got another fright.
Eileen fell onto the floor- oh not a pretty sight Could just be seen in the moonlight glow in the middle of the night
Cocooned in zipped up sleeping bag and wriggling all around
She looked like a floundering mermaid who had gone aground.
To picture this and fail to laugh (your humours gone astray)
The gypsy’s life was not for them - “too hazardous” they say.
Bruce Nicholls

Two friends are fishing near a bridge.
Suddenly a Hearse and two Funeral Cars go over the bridge so one
of the men stands up, takes off his cap and bows his head.
When the cars have gone he puts his cap back on, sits back down and
carries on fishing.
His mate turns to him and says,
" Dave, that's one of the nicest most respectful things I've ever
seen "
Dave replies,...." Well we were married for nearly 20 years "

THE KENNEL CLUB
Assured Breeder Scheme
“The Assured Breeder Scheme was introduced to raise the standard of
breeding and to help puppy buyers ensure that they are given the best possible
chance of buying a puppy that will lead a happy, healthy life.
The KCABS reinforces the basic concepts of responsible breeding
practice, which includes ensuring that breeders take all of the required health
tests for their breed. By bringing all responsible breeders - who believe in and
subscribe to these values - together as one group the Kennel Club empowers
puppy buyers to make the right buying decision and to distinguish between
responsible breeders and those who deliberately commit themselves to less.
Assured Breeders have all agreed to follow basic good breeding
practice. This includes agreeing to give their dogs the required health tests for
their breed; permanently identifying dogs if their progeny are to be registered
under the scheme; following guidelines about the maximum age and frequency
of litters and providing post-sales advice to their customers. There are also
many recommendations that Assured Breeders are advised to follow and vast
numbers of those on the scheme often go above and beyond these requirements.
Every Assured Breeder is confident of his or her credentials and agrees to allow
a Kennel Club Breeder Advisor to check their premises, so that we can ensure
that these standards are maintained.
This is not to say that there are not responsible breeders who are outside
of the Assured Breeder Scheme – but there are also irresponsible breeders, who
deliberately and cynically commit themselves to lower standards and who for
those reasons choose not to be a part of it. By buying from a Kennel Club
Assured Breeder puppy buyers have the assurance that they are not helping to
line the pockets of such breeders or risking the future and health and welfare of
their puppy.”
The above excerpt was taken from the KC website and gives a brief outline of
the scheme. Whilst there are those individuals for and others against the idea, it
is imperative that we all work towards a better future for our dogs. Ensuring
that all relevant health checks are carried out and that we only breed from
sound, healthy stock .If you wish to find out more and to view the requirements
of the scheme visit:

www.thekennelclub.org.uk/assuredbreederscheme

April 1st 2012: The latest from the KC is:

Judge Select and EJVs
(an aid to the selection of judges)
Most Dachshund breeders will be aware that the Kennel Club launched its Mate
Select program in 2011. This is an online software tool that breeders can use to help
plan future matings, using information on individual dogs and a whole breed's Coefficient
of Inbreeding (COI). Over time, every registered dog's health information may be
accessible through Mate Select and in some cases the development of Estimated
Breeding Values (EBVs) will also be available. These powerful tools will provide a
whole new level of information to help breeders minimise the risk of producing unhealthy
puppies and also avoid adversely affecting the genetic diversity of the breed as a whole.
We have now obtained a leaked e-mail which describes the planned
development of a similar set of online tools aimed at improving the standard of judging.
These tools will be known as Judge Select and Estimated Judging Value (EJV). They
will work in a similar way to Mate Select and EBVs.
In a first of its kind, the Judge Select program, which will be accessed via the
Kennel Club website, will allow both occasional and regular exhibitors, as well as show
societies, to assess the impact that a proposed judge will have.
As new judge screening tools are developed, these will also be incorporated
into Judge Select so that, in future, exhibitors will be able to select judges to show under
which will maximise their chances of winning a Challenge Certificate or Reserve
Challenge Certificate and minimise their chance of wasting their money.
One of the first pieces of information that will be available from Judge Select is a
COI value. This Coefficient of Incompetence will be calculated from a judge's previous
judging performance. It will be based on data such as:
the number of seminars the judge has attended
the number of breed assessments the judge has failed
The Kennel Club has already banned matings which would produce a Coefficient of
Inbreeding of over 25% and the leaked e-mail suggests a similar approach will be taken
with Coefficients of Incompetence. Any judge with a COI of 25% or more will be
removed from judging lists.

Over time, Judge Select will also be used to provide Estimated Judging Values
(EJVs). The mathematics behind these calculations is complex, but will take account of
factors such as:






the number of times the judge has awarded CCs to their friends
the number of times they have awarded CCs to exhibitors whose dogs are by
their stud dog
the average size of their entry compared with the breed average entry
the results of any eye testing, for conditions such as Kennel Blindness
the number of times a judge has asked a dog to move again and still awarded
the top prize to the dog with the worst movement

A source has told us “These EJVs are based on very complicated calculations such as
the prevalence of certain prejudices in a particular judge, or the size of the entry they
draw. The database is the first of its kind to be able to compute all of this information
and to tell exhibitors not only which judges will produce the most competent decisions,
but which judges will have the most positive effect on the overall show entries of that
breed.”
The program will be available for CC judges initially, because the KC knows their
heritage and therefore has more information available for them, but it is expected that
information about all other judges (from B and C Lists) will also be fed into this
database.
For EJVs to be accurate you need to have competence information for as many judges
as possible throughout the UK. This will come in the main from the feedback from
exhibitors, but the contributions from KC Assessors and Evaluators are also extremely
valuable.
Judging competence 'bottlenecks' such as that produced by the over use of popular
judges (so called 'greedy judge syndrome') must be avoided to maintain judging
diversity and keep the pool of judges as a whole, competent.
The program will be able to give each judge an EJV score below, average or above
average for the breed. Alongside each will also be given an indicator of how accurate
the score is for that particular judge. The top and bottom ranking five judges in each
breed, according to their judging competence will also be provided.
It is important to note that EJVs can change over time. As more information on the
judge from exhibitors, or from his/her peers, becomes available, the EJV can change as
the accuracy of the estimate improves. And, since the EJV represents a judge's risk of

incompetence relative to the rest of the breed's judges, if selection away from an
incompetent judge is successful then the EJV will fall slightly.
With so many incompetent judges and the most incompetent judging occurring with such
regular frequency, attempting to eliminate them too quickly would reduce the pool of
judges to a dangerous level. The work being done to develop Judge Select and EJV
calculations aims to provide exhibitors with tools to 'optimise' their choice of judges so
that there is a low risk of them wasting their money in show entries and judging diversity
is maintained at a sustainable level.
The leaked e-mail hinted that Judge Select will be launched on 1st April 2012. We can't
wait!

BREEDERS’ REGISTER

Free to all PAID UP members of ECDA
BLACK. Mr K, Mrs L and Miss E.
Westholme, Broadgate, Weston Hills, Spalding, Lincolnshire .PE12 6PD
e.mail bassodon@hotmail.co.uk
BROOKS Ms L
Lyndarlea Lodge, Blyton Carr, Gainsborough DN21 3EW
email lynn@lyndarlea.com
ENDERSBY Mrs P and Mr M
2 Mowbray Cresent, Stotfold, Herts. SG5 4DY
email mowbraydogs@ntlworld.com
DIMON Ms J
26 Landview Gardens, Marden Ash. Ongar. Essex. CM5 9EQ
email julia.dimon@btinternet.com
GONSZOR Mrs.J.
39 Old Deer Park Gardens, Richmond TW9 2TN
email. joy.gonsnor@gmail.com

BASSODON
M/W
Tel 01406 371561

LYNDARLEA
ML and M/S
Tel 01427 811922

MOWBRAY MS
Tel 01462 730101

DIMERLIN L
Tel 01277 362440

FENGUN
M/L
Tel 07917 355695

GRAHAM. Mr R and Mrs M.
69 Malden Court,Gt Cornard, Sudbury, Suffolk. CO10 0LY
e.mail r.graham135@btinternet.com

GAMERON
S
Tel 01787 377833

HALL. Mr.D and Mrs W.
Bellhaven, Nealsgate, Holbeach St John, Spalding, Lincs PE12 8SW.
e.mail whall334@btinternet.com

CLIFFMERE
M/L
Tel 01406 540419

HARDY. Mrs G.
24 Hubbard Close, Wymondham, Norfolk, NR18 0DY.
e.mail hardyhounds@tiscali.co.uk

KUSHWIN
M/W
Tel 01953 601623

McCARTHY. Mrs C.
Nagshall Farm, Oxted Road, Godstone, Surrey. RH9 8DS.

NAGSHALL
M/L
Tel. 01883 7842069

OXLEY Mrs M P
Evergreen, 17 Warrenne Close, Dunscroft, Doncaster DN7 4BA
email mags@dinkidax.com

DINKIDAX ML and MS
Tel 01302 843106

PHILLIPS Mrs V
8 The Row, The Street, Tendring, Clacton-on -Sea. Essex CO16 0BN
email tendrow1@tiscali.co.uk
SEAGO Mrs D
21 Austin Road, Cobholm, Gt Yarmouth, Norfolk NR31 0DF
email d.seago@btinternet.com
SHELTON Mrs A
Laws Farm, Crowland Common, Peterborough, PE6 0HL
email ann.shelton@btopenworld.com
VINE. Mrs R.
105 Auchinleck Close, Kelley Thopre, Driffield. YO24 9HE
WARD-BLOWER. Mrs. C
47 Paddock Mead, Harlow Essex CM18 7RR
email: wardswillowmist@aol.com.

TENDROW
W
Tel 01255 830030
AMLIDA
S
Tel 01493 441025

BARRISSE
MS
Tel 01733 211175

CISHELVINE

L and M/S
Tel 01377 256436

WILLOWMIST
MW
Tel 01279 416035

WOOD. Mr R.
166 Drayton Road, Norwich, Norfolk,

WILDSTAR

YEOMANS Mrs J
26 Long Row, High Street, Pavenham, Beds MK43 7NR

M/L and M/W
Tel 01603 404173

KLYNERBYNER M/S
Tel 01234 823422

ANSWER TO POOCH PUZZLE (page 30)
DOG'S NAME

OWNER

COAT

COLOUR

SOPHIE

MRS JONES

LONG

CREAM

CAPTAIN

MRS SMITH

SMOOTH

RED

BILBO

MR. MC.DUFF

WIRE

B/T

MEMBERS’ BREEDERS’ REGISTER
For free inclusion please enter details below and hand, post to
Gina Hardy.
24 Hubbard Close, Wymondham, Norfolk. NR18 0DY
or
email to: hardyhounds@tiscali.co.uk
NAME…………………………………………… AFFIX........................Variety......
ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………………………………....
.........................................................................................................………
………………………………..........................................................................….....
TEL……………………………………………EMAIL……………………………………………

DEADLINE for ALL items END MARCH 2013
(BUT PREFERABLY BEFORE PLEASE)

DAXAID
Daxaid provides support for Dachshund owners who need help on a temporary basis.
Daxaid is NOT a rescue service.
Often help is required when the owner needs to go into hospital and it is critical to supply
help as it is found owners who do not receive any are reluctant to keep their hospital
appointments. There exists a spread of volunteers across the country and a fundraising
stall is held at both the Southern Dachshund shows where the donation of good quality
items is always welcome. If anyone would like to be added to the list of volunteers (out
of pocket expenses are met) please contact Christine Furneaux on 01252 679614 or
email christine.furneaux@ntlworld.com

DACHSHUND RESCUE
NORTH
SOUTH
SCOTLAND
WALES

VALERIE SKINNER
01142 847425
GILL GOAD
01458 850745
BETTY COLE-HAMILTON 0131 552442
GERALDINE BRACE
02920 614339

WANTED URGENTLY

Budding poets, story writers, quizmasters and photographers,
etc to contribute to your clubs annual newsletter. Items of
interest
**************
Also advertisers for the next issue.

Why not advertise your new Champion, stud dog, products,
services, events anything that you want to shout about!
FULL PAGE ONLY £5 AND HALF PAGE £3
And so to bed…

ANSWER TO WHO'S THE POET (page 24): Mrs. Sheila Clark (Werdan Smooths)
Long time member of ECDA

EASTERN COUNTIES DACHSHUND ASSOCIATION

Application For Membership/Standing Order Form
1) Your Name & Address (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)

Postcode:

Tel:

E-mail:

 Tick if you do not wish to have your name & address held on computer (to
assist mailing)
2) NEW MEMBERS ONLY: I wish to become a member & am sponsored by:
a) Mr/Mrs/Ms

Signed

b) Mr/Mrs/Ms

Signed

3) EITHER enclose your Membership Subscription
OR complete the Standing Order Form opposite.
 I enclose £5.00
Single/Joint Membership

4) Details of your Breed(s):
 Smooth  Long  Wire

 I wish to pay by Standing Order

 Min/Smooth  Min/Long  Min/Wire

5) No. of Dachshund litters you have bred, if any, in the past two years:
6) Are you a Kennel Club Accredited Breeder?
Yes No
6) Your Affix:

If elected, I/we agree to abide by the Rules of the Association and Code of
Ethics.
Date:

Signed:
Please return this half of the Form to the Secretary:

Mrs Gina Hardy. 24 Hubbard Close, Wymondham
Norfolk. NR18 0DY
If you wish to pay by Standing Order,
complete the Form opposite and send it to your Bank/Building Society.

For office use only
Date Application Rec Acknowledged

Approved

Confirmed

Database updated

EASTERN COUNTIES DACHSHUND ASSOCIATION

Please set up a Standing Order payable to
The Eastern Counties Dachshund Association, as detailed below.
Your Name & Address (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)

Postcode:

Tel:

This instruction cancels any previous Standing Order.
Details of your Bank/Building Society Account:
Your Account Sort Code
(e.g. 40-25-67)
Your Account Number (to be debited)
Please pay to the Account of Eastern Counties Dachshund Association, the sum
of...

 £5.00 (Five Pounds – Single or
Joint Membership)
..and subsequently on the 1st January each year until cancelled by
me in writing.
Eastern Counties Dachshund Association Account to be credited:

Barclays Bank Plc,
Flackwell Heath Branch,
PO Box 41, High Wycombe, HP11 2BG
Account No. 60204668, Sort Code 20-40-71
Date:

Signed:

Please return this half of the Form to your
Bank/Building Society

